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0.
E

xecutive Sum
m

ary 

0.1 
T

his report presents the results of a desk-based assessm
ent and L

evel 1 standing building 
survey 

carried 
out 

by 
C

FA
 

A
rchaeology 

L
td 

in 
O

ctober 
2008 

at 
Sum

burgh 
H

ead 
L

ighthouse, 
Shetland. 

T
he 

w
ork 

w
as 

com
m

issioned 
by 

N
icholas 

G
roves 

R
aines 

A
rchitects 

on 
behalf 

of 
the 

Shetland 
A

m
enity 

T
rust 

(SA
T

). 
SA

T
 

is 
developing 

a 
C

onservation M
anagem

ent Plan (C
M

P) for the lighthouse to inform
 a future H

eritage 
L

ottery Fund bid for the renovation, conservation and redevelopm
ent of the lighthouse 

com
plex into holiday accom

m
odation, a new

 R
SPB

 education centre and offices. T
he 

lighthouse is ow
ned by the N

orthern L
ighthouse B

oard and is not part of the developm
ent 

proposal; it does how
ever form

 a focal point w
ithin the com

plex as a w
hole.   

0.2 
T

he results obtained from
 the archaeological survey include a photographic record of 

each building w
ithin the lighthouse com

plex. B
oth interior and exterior elevations of the 

m
ain building groups have been exam

ined. A
 desk-based assessm

ent has also been 
undertaken to com

plem
ent the photographic record.

0.3 
T

he results show
 that Sum

burgh H
ead L

ighthouse and its associated buildings com
prise a 

unique collection of buildings that have undergone only m
inor alteration since they w

ere 
first constructed during the early 19th and early 20th centuries.

0.4 
T

he potential for the survival of im
portant architectural inform

ation uncovered during 
future building refurbishm

ent w
orks is very high and a series of fabric surveys are 

recom
m

ended to record any new
 features brought to light. 

0.5 
T

he potential for the survival of buried archaeological rem
ains associated w

ith the 
prehistoric fort of Sum

burgh H
ead is very high. Suitable m

itigation is recom
m

ended to 
deal w

ith the im
pact of all ground-breaking w

ork associated w
ith the construction of new

 
buildings, road realignm

ent and car park infrastructure w
orks.  
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1. 
IN

T
R

O
D

U
C

T
IO

N
 

1.1 
Scope of the study 

1.1.1 
Sum

burgh H
ead L

ighthouse is located at the southernm
ost tip of the Shetland Islands 

M
ainland (N

G
R

 4072 0787 Fig 1). 

1.1.2 
T

he study area includes the lighthouse itself (Fig 1, N
o. 1), associated structures (Fig 1, 

N
os 2-3, 8 and 10), buildings added to the com

plex in the early 20th-century and during 
the Second W

orld W
ar (Fig 1, N

os 4-7, 9, 11-16), and the prehistoric fort ram
parts (Fig 

1, N
o. 17). 

1.2 
B

ackground 

1.2.1 
T

his docum
ent is designed to be included w

ithin the C
onservation M

anagem
ent Plan 

(C
M

P) for Sum
burgh H

ead L
ighthouse. It w

as com
m

issioned by N
icholas G

roves R
aines 

A
rchitects on behalf of the Scottish A

m
enity T

rust and prepared by C
FA

 A
rchaeology 

L
td. A

 desk-based assessm
ent and on-site L

evel 1 standing building survey has been 
prepared in accordance w

ith the brief issued by Shetland A
m

enity T
rust (SA

T
), and 

follow
ing H

eritage L
ottery Fund (H

L
F) guidelines. 

1.2.2 
SA

T
 seeks to address key rem

edial issues associated the conversion of several buildings 
w

ithin the lighthouse com
plex. T

hese include the east and w
est lighthouse keepers’ 

accom
m

odation blocks, the so-called stores/assistant keeper’s accom
m

odation block and 
an engine house and SA

T
 guesthouse. A

lso included are the rem
ains of tw

o W
orld W

ar II 
radar huts. O

ther features recorded w
ithin the Statutory L

ist w
ere also included w

ithin the 
survey and include gate piers and a sundial plinth. 

1.2.3 
T

he com
m

issioning of the C
M

P reflects the desire of Shetland A
m

enity T
rust and its 

partners to im
plem

ent a sustainable and positive future for Sum
burgh H

ead L
ighthouse 

and this reflects the status of the com
plex as a unique historical heritage site. T

he site is 
of im

m
ense local and regional im

portance w
ith a rich history tied to Shetland’s m

aritim
e 

past during the 18th to 20th centuries. Its present status as a m
ajor visitor attraction for 

m
arine birdlife and sea m

am
m

als underpins its im
portance and the requirem

ent to sustain 
the site for the future.  

1.2.4 
Sum

burgh H
ead L

ighthouse is relatively unaltered from
 its early 19th-century plan. T

he 
lighthouse and its accom

m
odation blocks have a unique architectural character that 

com
bine 

aesthetically 
to 

provide 
a 

living 
and 

w
orking 

com
plex 

w
ithin 

a 
dram

atic 
seascape setting. T

here is a strong sense of history present at the site, w
hich is evident in 

the design of the lighthouse by R
obert Stevenson in 1819. V

arious later additions (1906) 
include the engine house, w

hich contains a varied collection of m
echanical apparatus. 
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1.3 
Statem

ent 
on 

the 
significance 

of 
L

isted 
B

uildings 
and 

setting 
(from

 
Scottish 

P
lanning P

olicy 23: P
lanning and the H

istoric E
nvironm

ent).

1.3.1 
L

isted buildings are buildings of special architectural or historic interest and are listed by 
H

istoric Scotland on behalf of Scottish M
inisters. T

he term
 building includes structures 

such as w
alls and bridges. L

isting covers the w
hole of a building including its interior and 

any ancillary structures w
ithin its curtilage provided these w

ere constructed before 1 July 
1948. C

hange should be m
anaged to protect a building’s special interest w

hile enabling it 
to rem

ain in active use. Planning authorities are responsible for handling applications for 
listed building consent and for assessing the im

pact of developm
ent proposals on listed 

buildings and their settings. T
he L

isting and L
isted B

uilding C
onsent processes are 

described in the current SH
E

P. 

1.3.2 
W

e can see the historic environm
ent in our landscape, the layout of fields and roads, and 

the rem
ains of a w

ide range of past hum
an activities. T

he historic environm
ent includes 

ancient m
onum

ents, archaeological sites and landscapes, historic buildings, tow
nscapes, 

parks, gardens and designed landscapes and other features. It com
prises both statutory 

and non-statutory designations.

1.3.3 
T

he location of historic features in the landscape and the patterns of past use and activity 
are part of the historic environm

ent. Setting is m
ore than the im

m
ediate surroundings of a 

site or building and, for exam
ple, m

ay be related to the function or use of a place, or how
 

it w
as intended to fit into the landscape or tow

nscape, the view
 from

 it or how
 it is seen 

from
 around, or areas that are im

portant to the protection of the place, site or building. 

 
L

egislation 

1.3.4 
T

he historic environm
ent is covered by the follow

ing legislation: 

    
 *  

Planning (L
isted B

uildings and C
onservation A

reas) (Scotland) A
ct 1997 

    
 *  

A
ncient M

onum
ents and A

rchaeological A
reas A

ct 1979 
     

 * 
T

ow
n and C

ountry Planning (Scotland) A
ct 1997 

     
 *  

Planning etc (Scotland) A
ct 2006 

    
 *  

Protection of W
recks A

ct 1973 
    

 * 
Protection of M

ilitary R
em

ains A
ct 1986 
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2.
K

E
Y

 O
B

JE
C

T
IV

E
S 

2.1 
T

he key objectives tow
ards the archaeological study of the site are as follow

s:

 
to carry out a desk-based assessm

ent to place the lighthouse in its historical context; 

 
to carry out a standing building appraisal to define the level of survey required w

ithin 
the building com

plex; 

 
to produce a standing building appraisal report, suitable for inclusion w

ithin the C
M

P, 
w

ith recom
m

endations as appropriate.  

2.2 
T

his report is intended to fulfil these objectives. 
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3. 
M

E
T

H
O

D
 ST

A
T

E
M

E
N

T
 

3.1 
G

eneral 

3.1.1 
A

n effective standard for this type of project has been established by previous research 
conducted by C

FA
. R

ecording of all elem
ents follow

ed established C
FA

 m
ethodologies 

and included standard architectural building recording supported by photography and 
base-line m

easurem
ents and note-taking on architectural record sheets.  

3.1.2 
C

FA
 

follow
s 

Institute 
of 

Field 
A

rchaeologists 
C

ode 
of 

C
onduct, 

Standards 
and 

G
uidelines for H

istoric B
uilding Survey as appropriate. 

3.2 
D

esk-based assessm
ent 

 

3.2.1 
C

FA
 conducted a desk-based assessm

ent prior to fieldw
ork, the results of w

hich are 
presented in Section 4.  Sources consulted include: 

3.2.2
H

istoric Scotland Statutory L
ist. T

he Statutory L
ist w

as exam
ined to determ

ine the 
elem

ents held w
ithin the group listing. T

he list provides a sum
m

ary of significant 
architectural details on the lighthouse buildings and enclosing boundary w

alls. 

 3.2.3 
N

ational M
onum

ents R
ecord of Scotland. A

ll relevant records relating to the site and its 
im

m
ediate vicinity w

ere checked and bibliographic sources follow
ed up. 

3.2.4
Sites and M

onum
ents R

ecord
(SM

R
). T

he SM
R

 records held by the Shetland A
m

enity 
T

rust w
as m

ade available to C
FA

 and included bibliographic and historical photographic 
inform

ation.  

3.2.5
N

ational 
M

ap 
L

ibrary 
and 

N
ational 

A
rchive 

of 
Scotland 

- 
early 

m
ap 

coverage 
of 

Sum
burgh H

ead. A
n exam

ination of all the O
rdnance Survey m

ap editions w
as m

ade, 
together w

ith any other readily available cartographic inform
ation on pre-recent land use 

w
ithin the project area.  

3.2.6
A

erial photographic coverage. A
vailable vertical aerial photographs w

ere exam
ined for 

the distribution of W
orld W

ar II structures associated w
ith the tw

o radar station buildings 
and geom

orphologic details associated w
ith the earthw

ork ram
parts of the prehistoric 

prom
ontory fort.  

3.2.7
H

istorical docum
entary search. R

eadily available docum
entary sources for the area w

ere 
checked for relevant inform

ation. D
ocum

ents of the N
orthern L

ighthouse B
oard (N

L
B

) 
held 

w
ithin 

the 
N

ational 
A

rchive 
of 

Scotland 
(A

ppendix 
3), 

including 
Secretary’s 

D
epartm

ent, C
orrespondence and R

eports have been exam
ined (A

ppendix 4). E
xtracts 

from
  the N

L
B

 A
rchive have been exam

ined, including first-hand accounts w
ritten by the 

O
fficer in C

harge of the R
oyal N

avy R
adar Station betw

een 1939 and 1941. H
istorical 

photographs, 
including 

contem
porary 

photographs 
of 

the 
radar 

buildings 
and 

the 
lighthouse, have also been exam

ined. 
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3.2.8
Secondary sources. T

echnical and non-technical sources have been exam
ined in relation 

to three K
elvin diesel engines w

ithin the engine house. 

3.3 
H

istoric building appraisal  

3.3.1 
T

he historic building appraisal w
as undertaken at Sum

burgh H
ead in O

ctober 2008 (Fig 
1). E

xam
ination of all building interiors and exteriors w

as carried out, and individual 
room

s w
ere allocated their ow

n unique room
 num

ber. D
escriptive notes w

ere taken on 
the 

building 
interiors 

including 
internal 

fixtures. 
A

 
sites 

and 
m

onum
ents 

gazetteer 
(A

ppendix 1) provides a descriptive sum
m

ary of the buildings show
n in Fig 1. 

3.4 
P

hotographic survey 

3.4.1 
A

 com
prehensive photographic survey w

as carried out (A
ppendix 2). T

he survey w
as 

conducted on a room
 by room

 basis and w
here possible each internal elevation w

as 
photographed. 

G
eneral 

characterisation 
shots 

w
ere 

taken 
including 

any 
significant 

architectural details, fixtures and fittings and scars show
ing w

here features had been 
rem

oved. Particular attention w
as given to areas currently dam

aged or under threat in 
order to assist in future m

anagem
ent proposals for areas currently affected by natural 

decay. 
T

he 
photographic 

survey 
also 

took 
in 

other 
features 

m
entioned 

w
ithin 

the 
Statutory L

ist including boundary w
alls, gate piers and a sundial plinth.

3.5 
W

alk-over survey 

3.5.1 
A

 w
alk-over survey w

as carried out w
ithin the com

plex boundary and over the area in 
w

hich the fort ram
parts lie.  A

ny features of archaeological interest w
ere noted and 

photographs taken.
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4. 
D

E
SK

-B
A

SE
D

 SU
R

V
E

Y
 R

E
SU

L
T

S 

4.1 
Statutory L

ist 

4.1.1 
W

ithin the Statutory L
ist, Sum

burgh H
ead L

ighthouse is afforded C
ategory A

 status (H
B

 
N

um
ber 5442) and is part of a larger group category that includes ancillary buildings, fog 

horn house, sundial, boundary w
alls and gates and gate piers. T

he site w
as listed on 18 

O
ctober 1977.

4.2 
N

ational M
onum

ents R
ecord of Scotland and Sites and M

onum
ents R

ecord 

 
N

ational M
onum

ents R
ecord of Scotland (N

M
R

S) 

4.2.1 
T

he N
M

R
S holds a generic record for Sum

burgh H
ead L

ighthouse (H
U

40N
W

 3.00) and 
five other records for the follow

ing: 

 
H

U
40N

W
 3.01  

W
est K

eeper’s H
ouse 

 
H

U
40N

W
 3.02  

E
ast K

eeper’s H
ouse 

 
H

U
40N

W
 3.03  

E
ngine H

ouse 
 

H
U

40N
W

 3.04  
Foghorn 

 
H

U
40N

W
 4  

 
Sum

burgh R
adar Station 

 

4.2.2 
T

he N
M

R
S m

entions that the lighthouse w
as com

pleted in c.1830 by engineer R
obert 

Stevenson. T
he lighthouse is described as a short circular-section tow

er w
ith blocks of 

tw
o-storey keepers’ houses. T

he record also includes copies of original draw
ings by 

R
obert Stevenson that include plans, elevations and cross-sections of the lighthouse and 

flanking keepers’ accom
m

odation blocks (A
ppendix 3).

4.2.3  
N

M
R

S R
ecord H

U
40N

W
 4 provided details and references to the C

hain H
om

e L
ow

 
R

adar Station situated w
ithin the boundary of the lighthouse buildings. T

he record 
m

entions that the transm
itter building (T

x) and receiver (R
x) blocks along w

ith the 
engine room

 and tow
er bases are extant. T

he record explains that this is one of the early 
types of C

hain H
om

e L
ow

 radar stations, begun as separate transm
itting and receiver 

aerials w
hich w

ere later com
bined into one. D

ue to interference from
 the lighthouse 

buildings, the radar station w
as m

oved to nearby C
om

pass H
ead (N

M
R

S H
U

40N
W

 5) in 
1943. T

he buildings are described as constructed of shuttered concrete and both have 
blast w

alls present to protect the entrance and w
indow

s.

4.2.4 
N

M
R

S R
ecord H

U
40N

W
 1 provides details on Sum

burgh H
ead Fort and cites an 

observation m
ade by G

 L
ow

 (L
ow

 1879): 

M
ull of Sum

burgh or the extrem
e point of the headland is fortified in the sam

e m
anner as the M

ull of U
ist. 

H
ere the neck of land is cut by a ditch and strong w

all, w
hich m

ust in old tim
es have form

ed a considerable 
fortification. It encloses a plain and hill (the head); at the entrance, still observable, the foundation of a 
large house, w

hich probably served as a guardroom
; along the w

all at som
e distance the m

arks of 
num

erous sm
all buildings.
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4.2.5 
T

he sam
e record quotes D

ryden (1873) w
ho m

entioned that a broch stood at the site of 
the present lighthouse. D

ryden cites no evidence for the broch and m
ay have been relying 

on placenam
e evidence, w

hich is certainly significant. T
he record also m

entions that at 
N

G
R

: H
U

 4077 0803, w
here the neck of land joining the m

ainland to Sum
burgh H

ead 
narrow

s to about 50m
, there are traces of w

hat m
ay tw

o stony ram
parts w

ith possible 
external ditches. T

he ram
parts are reduced to scarps 0.8m

 and 0.5m
 high respectively and 

the ditches to m
ere terraces. O

f significance is the m
ention of a stretch of w

alling that 
w

as visible in the innerm
ost ram

part at its w
est end before traces of these defences w

ere 
obliterated by the m

odern road to the lighthouse. N
o evidence w

as found relating to the 
rem

ains of the broch w
hen the O

rdnance Survey visited the site in M
ay 1968.

Sites and M
onum

ents R
ecord (SM

R
) 

4.2.6 
T

he SA
T

 Sites and M
onum

ents R
ecord provided the sam

e inform
ation as that recorded in 

the N
M

R
S and the Statutory L

ist. T
he SM

R
 does provide a sum

m
ary of the results of 

archaeological 
evaluation 

in 
the 

Sum
burgh 

H
ead 

Fort 
ram

parts 
(SM

R
 

N
o. 

551 
- 

M
SN

551) and notes the rem
ains of three, possibly four ram

parts (although one of these 
could be the result of the creation of the road). C

oncrete foundations – possibly w
ar-

related – have been sunk into the top of the third (inner) ram
part. T

he inner and m
iddle 

ram
parts m

ay actually be one. T
hey are very disturbed, w

ith a lot of sm
all stones 

protruding w
here they are cut by the road. T

hey stand c.3m
 high in total. B

elow
 this there 

is a terrace c.6m
 w

ide. T
he low

est ram
part stands c.1m

 high and is very disturbed, 
possibly having been quarried for stone. O

n the w
est side of the road are traces of a 

possible bank w
hich goes into the sea. Im

m
ediately outside the ram

parts (w
hich are 

across the neck of the prom
ontory) the hill has three gentle terraces, w

hich could be 
natural (T

urner et al 1995).

4.2.7 
SM

R
 entry N

o. 5056 (M
SN

5055) refers specifically to the radar stations situated w
ithin 

the lighthouse com
plex and notes that these w

ere one of the first C
oastal D

efence U
-boat 

stations, i.e. the N
aval version of C

hain H
om

e L
ow

 (C
H

L
), capable of detecting U

-boats 
and aircraft. T

he concrete receiver hut w
as just outside the south w

all of the inner 
enclosure of the lighthouse. T

he concrete engine shed w
as 50yds aw

ay, outside the north 
w

all of the enclosure. T
he stations w

ere built in 1939 and replaced by a C
H

L
 at C

om
pass 

H
ead in M

arch 1943. 

4.2.8 
T

he SM
R

 records a total of sixteen radar stations and the m
ajority of these appear to 

relate to W
orld W

ar II, although the sites at T
w

arri Field and W
ard of Scousburgh 

functioned during the C
old W

ar (T
able 1). 
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SM
R

 N
o. 

L
ocation 

A
dm

in A
rea 

G
rid R

ef 
1686 

W
ard H

ill 
Fair Isle 

H
Z

 2108 7326 
4004 

V
irdag 

W
alls and Sandness 

H
U

 1837 5106 
4455 

C
lett 

W
halsay 

H
U

 549 614 
4456 

N
oss H

ill 
D

unrossnes 
H

U
 3620 1881 

4457 
W

ard of Scousburgh 
D

unrossness 
H

U
 372 1881 

4460 
Saxa V

ord 
U

nst 
H

P 6320 1670 
4462 

M
id G

eo 
Fair Isle 

H
Z

 2000 6980 
4463 

W
ard H

ill 
Fair Isle 

H
Z

 2220 7400 
4464 

K
irn of Scroo 

Fair Isle 
H

Z
 2220 7400 

4504 
Sum

burgh 
D

unrossness 
H

U
 4074 0942 

5056 
Sum

burgh H
ead 

D
unrossnes 

H
U

 4070 0785 
5542 

Inner Skaw
 

U
nst 

H
P 6600 1550 

6086 
N

oss H
ill 

D
unrossness 

H
U

3650 1555 
6089 

T
he H

ulse 
D

unrossness 
H

U
3692 1533 

7726 
B

luejibs, Skaw
 

U
nst 

H
P 6640 1670 

7763 
T

w
arri Field 

D
unrossness 

H
U

 396 198 
   

T
able 1 N

am
es and location of coastal defence radar stations w

ithin the SM
R

 

4.3 
C

artographic Sources 

4.3.1 
T

he early m
ap editions are of interest but are naturally schem

atic and include B
laeu’s 

A
tlas (1649-55) that depicts the ‘ancient fort of Sw

enbrugh’ on Sum
burgh H

ead, and the 
w

ords ‘A
 V

iolent T
yd or R

oost’ to the south of ‘Sw
enbrugh head’ (Fig 2a). H

erm
an 

M
oll’s m

ap of 1732 (Fig 2b) m
entions ‘T

he T
ydes are V

iolent here’, w
hilst Preston’s 

(1743-44) depicts the nam
e Sum

burgh H
ead for the first tim

e w
ith ‘vulgo Sw

enbrugh or 
Sim

brough’ placenam
e derivations observed on the earlier m

aps.  

4.3.2 
T

he m
ost useful m

aps in term
s of detail are those published by the O

rdnance Survey. T
he 

1877 
First 

E
dition 

O
rdnance 

Survey 
(Fig 

2c) 
m

ap 
depicts 

tw
o 

buildings 
but 

no 
L

ighthouse. B
oth m

aps depict a field enclosure on the north side of the lighthouse.  A
 

track leading north to south is also depicted. T
he 1895 Second E

dition m
ap (Fig 2d) 

depicts a sym
bol of a lighthouse and a single building. T

he 1910 T
hird E

dition m
ap 

show
s the sam

e detail as the Second E
dition.  

4.3.3 
C

hris D
yer of the Shetland A

m
enity T

rust has carried out a detailed regressive analysis 
on the available cartographic sources and this is included as A

ppendix 5.

4.4 
A

erial photographic survey 

4.4.1 
V

ertical aerial photographs dating to 1942 and 1946 w
ere exam

ined to identify the 
position of m

ilitary structures in relation to the earthw
orks associated w

ith the ram
parts 

of the prehistoric prom
ontory fort. T

he 1942 photograph show
s the position of w

hat 
appears to be a N

issan hut at the site of  B
uilding 16.  T

his is consistent w
ith the position 

of the concrete w
all footings that survive on the ground today. A

 narrow
 linear feature 

leading from
 the hairpin bend in the road leading to the hut is probably a path. T

he 1946 
aerial photograph show

s the sam
e detail. B

oth photographs show
 the position of the 

brick-built w
ater tank that is situated approxim

ately 10m
 to the south-w

est of B
uilding 



12

16. T
he R

A
F 1967 vertical aerial survey of Sum

burgh H
ead show

s the alignm
ent of the 

possible earthw
ork ram

parts w
here the cliffs form

 a narrow
 neck of land. T

he L
uftw

affe 
photographs of Sum

burgh R
A

F airfield do not include Sum
burgh H

ead.  

4.5  
D

ocum
entary sources 

4.5.1 
John G

uy’s survey of 20th-century defences of the Shetland Islands includes the R
adar 1 

and 2 buildings (G
uy 1995). G

uy m
entions that the radar establishm

ent at Sum
burgh 

H
ead is one of the earliest C

hain H
om

e L
ow

 R
adar stations built, and w

as very m
uch an 

experim
ental station.   

 4.5.2 
In a new

spaper article published in T
he O

rcadian new
spaper on 10th A

ugust 1995, 
entitled ‘T

he P
earl H

arbour that m
ight have been’, R

ichard W
 Feachem

 recounts the 
im

pact that the early w
arning system

 had on protecting Scapa Flow
, w

hich w
as for m

uch 
of the w

ar occupied by the R
oyal N

avy’s H
om

e Fleet. In A
pril 1940 a large L

uftw
affe 

aerial arm
ada heading for Scapa w

as thw
arted by the new

ly established coastal defences 
established at high points w

ithin Shetland. T
he ‘Scapa group’ of radio stations w

ere 
know

n as A
dm

iralty E
xperim

ental Stations (A
E

S) and w
ere established in Shetland, Fair 

Isle and O
rkney and on the nearby m

ainland. A
E

S1, on Sum
burgh H

ead, becam
e 

operational on B
oxing D

ay 1939. A
E

S2, stationed on Fair Isle, w
as a vital link in the 

chain of coastal defence. B
oth A

E
S1 and A

E
S2 found the aerial arm

ada half an hour 
before it arrived, inform

ed R
A

F L
yness on O

rkney and necessary evasive action w
as 

taken.

4.5.3 
In a letter from

 R
ichard Feachem

 (2001) to the w
arden of the R

SPB
 reserve at Sum

burgh 
H

ead, Feachem
 recalls the thw

arted raid on Scapa and the routine air raids in 1940 and 
1941. It w

as during the close of 1941 w
hen the north lighthouse on Fair Isle w

as bom
bed, 

w
ith no loss of life. Fair Isle South L

ight and Sum
burgh H

ead L
ighthouse w

ere shot at 
but not bom

bed. A
 radar station on W

ard H
ill, U

nst w
as bom

bed but the bom
bs sank 

deep into the peat and exploded harm
lessly. A

ccom
panying the letter w

as a collection of 
photographs of the Sum

burgh L
ighthouse and various fam

ily m
em

bers of the principal 
and assistant keepers. M

ost significant are the tw
o photographs taken of the radar 

buildings w
hich show

 the tw
o m

etal aerials that w
ere supported on w

ooden stanchions.  
T

hese photographs are reproduced as Plates 1 and 2. 

4.5.4 
Plate 1 w

as taken from
 the drifter G

ood Shepherd in January 1940. T
he w

ooden-fram
ed 

aerials on R
adars 1 and 2 can be seen. Plate 2 is a later photograph taken on the south-

w
est side of the W

estern accom
m

odation block and by the tim
e this photograph w

as 
taken, in m

id 1940, the R
adar 1 aerial had been rem

oved. It had been m
ade redundant by 

the invention of coaxial cable, w
hich enabled the R

adar 2 m
etal-fram

ed aerial to revolve 
continuously instead of through three-quarters of the circle and back again as w

as 
necessary w

ith pre-coaxial tw
in w

ires, thus the single m
etal-fram

ed aerial show
n on top 

of R
adar 2 w

as now
 able to send and receive radar transm

issions.  
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O
riginal design draw

ings by the Stevensons (F
igs 3-5)  

4.5.5 
A

 large collection of original design draw
ings (A

ppendix 3) are housed w
ithin the 

N
M

R
S. Som

e of these have been annotated at a later stage. A
 block layout plan of the 

accom
m

odation blocks dating to 1819 has been heavily annotated during the early 20th 
century w

ith various m
easurem

ents and com
m

ents added as part of proposed renovations.

4.5.6 
T

he 1904 design draw
ings for the engine room

 (com
peted 1906) include elevation 

draw
ings and a roof plan. A

 ground plan and longitudinal section draw
ing of the sam

e 
date w

as also produced. T
his collection also included technical draw

ings of the foghorn 
house and the configuration of three com

pressed air receiver tanks. T
he dispositions of 

the tanks and the air lines from
 the engine room

 are also depicted, alongside profiles of 
the ground in relation to the proposed buildings.

N
orthern L

ighthouse B
oard docum

ents

4.5.7 
Secretary’s D

epartm
ent R

eports dating from
 1901 to 1930 provide a snapshot on the 

quality of this data. T
he accounts include dates of com

pletion for m
ajor building w

orks 
and inform

ation on w
ho w

as com
m

issioned to construct various features such as the fog 
signal m

achinery. T
ender quotes and acceptance letters are also included. T

he 1912-1915 
m

anuscripts record a tender for a new
 floor in the lighthouse ‘w

hich should be strong 
enough to carry the w

eight of the new
 m

achinery, the revolving carriage, m
ercury float, 

also the lantern is old at this station, and no safety rail, a new
 rail and path (is required) 

for cleaning the lantern panes’. 

4.5.8 
O

n 13th June 1918 under the heading ‘N
aval L

ookout at Sum
burgh H

ead, a request w
as 

m
ade to acquire a telephone for the lookout station. A

 telephone w
as present in the 

keeper’s house but a new
 phone w

as requested along w
ith a request to m

ove a sm
all look-

out hut to a position close to the lighthouse. T
he m

otion w
as passed in subsequent letters.  

T
his is the fist account of W

orld W
ar I activity at Sum

burgh H
ead. L

ater accounts relate 
to w

ork on roof repairs in 1921.
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5. 
 SU

R
V

E
Y

 R
E

SU
L

T
S 

5.1 
G

eneral 

5.1.1 
T

his section provides an assessm
ent of the archaeological results obtained during the 

L
evel 

1 
standing 

building 
survey. 

T
he 

discussion 
is 

accom
panied 

by 
a 

gazetteer 
(A

ppendix 1) that provides additional technical details w
here appropriate. T

able 2 lists 
the features considered to be of archaeological interest w

ithin the lighthouse com
plex and 

these are show
n on Fig 1. T

he lighthouse has been described in relation to grid north.  
T

he accom
m

odation blocks retain the nam
es ‘east and w

est blocks’ as they w
ere nam

ed 
by the N

L
B

, and the sam
e nam

es are used for the purpose of this survey. T
he existing 

elevations and building plans by G
roves R

aines A
rchitects (2004) have been used during 

the survey and annotated as appropriate (Figs 6-10). 

F
eature N

o. 
B

uilding description 
1 

Sum
burgh H

ead L
ighthouse 

2 
W

est A
ccom

m
odation block 

3 
E

ast A
ccom

m
odation block 

4 
F

oghorn tow
er 

5 
R

adar building 1 
6 

R
adar building 2 

7 
D

isused garages  
8 

Stores/ local assistant’s block 
9 

E
ngine room

 and fuel store 
10 

SA
T

 G
uest H

ouse (form
er principal keepers dw

elling) 
11 

C
oncrete w

ater tank and toilet block 
12 

N
L

B
 A

uxiliary engine and sw
itch-gear room

 
13 

W
W

2 building rem
ains 

14 
A

erial m
asts 

15 
B

rick-built w
ater tank 

16 
B

uilding foundation 
17 

Sum
burgh H

ead Fort R
am

parts (S
ite off) 

18 
G

ate-piers 
19 

Sundial plinth 

   
T

able 2  L
ist of features show

n on Fig 1  

5.2  
F

eature 1: Sum
burgh H

ead L
ighthouse (Fig 8-9, Plates 3-8)

5.2.1 
T

he lighthouse w
as designed  by the engineer R

obert Stevenson. T
he building w

ork 
started in January 1819 under M

r John R
eid building contractors of Peterhead. T

he tow
er 

sits on the 91m
 contour and is 17m

 high, w
ith cavity w

alls and harled and w
hitew

ashed 
exterior w

alls. T
he tow

er has a circular battered podium
 w

ith m
ain doorw

ay on its w
est 

side w
ith circular (oculi) openings on its east and w

est side at first floor level. W
ithin the 

lighthouse interior there are 52 steps to the top of the tow
er. T

he optical apparatus is 
group flashing w

ith Stevenson’s equiangular reflector show
ing flashes every 30 seconds, 

w
ith a nom

inal range of 23 m
iles. T

he balcony has a cast-iron handrail w
hich is corbelled 

out. T
he balcony rests on a m

oulded cornice. T
he lam

p room
 is lined w

ith varnished pine 
boards. T

he present dom
e is a late 19th-century replacem

ent for an earlier one. T
he 

lighthouse has flanking w
alls w

hich have openings onto the terraced area on its w
est side.
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5.2.2 
E

arly 
photographs 

(G
roves 

R
aines 

A
rchitects 

2004, 
Section 

2.3) 
indicate 

that 
the 

lighthouse and flanking pavilion buildings originally had plain rubble w
alls but these 

w
ere w

eatherproofed w
ith harling at an unknow

n date.

5.3 
F

eatures 2-3: W
est and E

ast A
ccom

m
odation B

locks (Figs 6-10, Plates 9-18)

5.3.1 
T

he 
east 

block 
is 

a 
m

irror 
im

age, 
in 

term
s 

of 
size 

and 
layout, 

of 
the 

W
est 

A
ccom

m
odation B

lock, so only the w
est block is described in detail below

. O
riginal 

draw
ings by Stevenson (Figs 3-5) of the lighthouse and its accom

m
odation blocks show

 
the disposition of the tw

o flanking pavilions w
ith pedim

ents on the advanced m
iddle 

bays.

5.3.2 
T

he W
est A

ccom
odation B

lock is one of tw
o pavilion buildings that flank the lighthouse. 

It occupies a rectangular plan and m
easures 11.3m

 by 9m
. T

he w
est elevation has three 

bays w
ith an advanced m

iddle bay. E
arly photographs show

 that the m
iddle bay had a 

pedim
ent but this has subsequently been rem

oved. T
he m

ain entrances are situated on 
either side of the w

est-facing elevation of the building. T
he w

indow
s are all tw

elve-paned 
sash-and-case w

ith sandstone raised m
argins. T

he building is tw
o-storey w

ith eleven 
individual room

s. It is set into a slope so that the rear elevation appears to be single-
storey. 

5.3.3 
T

he basem
ent room

s, of w
hich there are four, are accessed from

 the ground floor and 
com

prise three barrel-vaulted storage room
s (Plates 13-14). R

oom
 1 is accessed for the 

northern door on the w
est elevation. A

 partition w
all separates it from

 R
oom

 2 at the rear, 
and from

 this an internal door leads to R
oom

 3. W
ithin R

oom
 3, a staircase (Plate 15) led 

up to the first floor. A
ccess w

as later blocked, and although the first flight is still intact, 
the second now

 has its balustrade rem
oved. R

oom
 4 has a separate entrance, the southern 

doorw
ay on the w

est elevation.

5.3.4 
T

he second floor contains seven room
s and a hallw

ay (R
oom

s 26-32). T
he hall allow

s 
access to bedroom

s and the m
ain living room

. T
he kitchen (29) is a later addition, along 

w
ith the bathroom

 (26). T
he largest room

 is the living room
 (28). A

ll the room
s have 

been refurbished at som
e point, probably during the 1970s. A

ll the doors have been 
boarded and hide original four-panelled pine doors. T

he interior of building is in a poor 
state if repair and it has not been occupied for som

e tim
e. 

5.3.5 
T

he east block building is currently used as the R
SPB

 headquarters of the Sum
burgh 

H
ead R

SPB
 reserve. T

he basem
ent room

s are currently used for equipm
ent storage w

hilst 
the first floor room

s have been converted into offices. T
he bathroom

 and kitchen have the 
sam

e fixtures and fittings as seen in the w
est block. 

5.3.6 
A

 curtain w
all links the upper levels of the accom

m
odation blocks to the front of the 

lighthouse, and contains a central doorw
ay (Plate 16).
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5.4 
F

eature 4: F
oghorn H

ouse (Plate 19)

5.4.1 
Situated on the eastern boundary w

ith com
m

anding view
s of the cliffs, the foghorn house 

com
prises a concrete tw

o-tier tow
er occupying a battered sem

i-circular plan. A
 cast-iron 

ladder leads up to a platform
 in w

hich there is a sm
all rectangular building. T

he tow
er 

parapet w
all incorporates a cogged track w

hich supports the rotating foghorn.  A
t ground 

level on the w
est side of the tow

er there are tw
o large riveted iron tanks w

hich supplied 
com

pressed air to the horn. A
 square building at the top of the tow

er w
as not accessible 

but it is presum
ed that it held the building valve equipm

ent associated w
ith the foghorn.   

T
he foghorn blast is recorded as lasting for 30 seconds.

5.5 
F

eature 5: R
adar B

uilding 1 (Plates 20-28) 

5.5.1 
R

adar B
uilding 1 is situated c.4m

 from
 the base of the Foghorn H

ouse. T
he concrete 

building is one of tw
o radar buildings on the site. T

he building is constructed of shuttered 
concrete w

hich w
as built around a w

ooden hut. T
he rem

ains of the w
ooden hut and parts 

of its corrugated iron roof can still be seen w
ithin the interior of the building. T

he 
building m

easures 6m
 by 4m

. T
he door to the building is situated on the w

est side close 
to its gable. O

n the east side there is a rectangular w
indow

. T
he w

indow
 faces a concrete 

blast w
all w

hich w
as placed to offer protection to the occupants of the building. 

5.6 
F

eature 6: R
adar B

uilding 2 (Plates 29-35)

5.6.1
T

he R
adar 2 receiver building is situated on the south side of a boundary w

all and 
constructed of shuttered concrete that w

as used to encase a tim
ber-fram

ed w
ooden hut. A

 
blast w

all protects the m
ain entrance w

hich is situated on the north-w
est side of the 

building. T
he building m

easures 6.2m
 long and 3.6m

 w
ide. T

he ridge of the roof stands 
3.3m

 above the floor. T
he north w

all of the building has been built over the drystone 
boundary dyke and contrasts w

ith the sm
ooth face of the concrete. T

he w
all carries 

concrete to a further height of c.1.5m
. T

he east w
all exhibits the im

pressions of the long 
decayed tim

ber planks of the sheds cladding. A
t the south end of the w

all there is an 
im

pression of a shuttered w
indow

 m
easuring 1.1m

 by 1m
; the south elevation has a 

w
indow

 opening w
ith the sam

e dim
ensions. O

n the inside of the roof are the im
pressions 

of corrugated iron w
hich w

as originally used to roof the tim
ber hut.   

5.7  
F

eature 7: disused garages (T
hum

bnail 445, Folder 4)

5.7.1 
A

 
pair 

of 
derelict 

plank-built 
garages 

occupy 
the 

ground 
betw

een 
the 

W
est 

A
ccom

m
odation B

lock and the O
ccasional K

eeper’s B
lock. T

he garages have been built 
against the drystone boundary w

all. T
hey m

easure c.8m
 by 4m

 in plan and have their 
m

ain entrances facing the m
ain drive. T

he garages are 20th-century in date (1950s) and 
are of no historical interest. 
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5.8 
F

eature 8: stores/assistant keepers’ block (P
lates 36-41) 

5.8.1 
T

his is a tw
o-storey building that is constructed of coursed rubble w

ith a w
et-dash cem

ent 
render. T

he building m
easures 14m

 by 5m
 and has four com

partm
ents on the ground 

floor (Fig 6, N
os 9-12) and tw

o com
partm

ents on the first floor that are accessed by a 
w

ooden staircase on the w
est elevation. A

ccording to historical photographs this building 
is contem

porary w
ith the construction of the lighthouse and accom

m
odation blocks. T

he 
ground floor room

s include a sm
ithy and byre. T

he sm
ithy has a set of w

orking bellow
s 

in the fireplace. T
he byre has retained its original cobble floor. O

n the upper floor there is 
accom

m
odation for an assistant keeper and next to this there is a storeroom

. A
 sm

all 
annex building w

as added to the south elevation and this includes a fuel store and a toilet. 
T

he keepers’ accom
m

odation still contains a ‘tim
e-capsule’ of fixtures and fittings 

including w
ooden bunk beds, carpeted floors, sink and electric fire and cooker. T

he room
 

is unchanged since it w
as no longer required by the N

L
B

. 

5.9 
F

eature 9: engine house and fuel store (P
lates 42-55) 

5.9.1 
T

he engine room
 block m

easures 27m
 by 9.55 and incorporates the SA

T
 G

uest H
ouse 

(see entry below
). T

he block is stone-built, covered w
ith painted w

et-dash render, and its 
w

indow
 dressings are long-and-short and painted to contrast w

ith the m
ain w

alls. T
he 

engine block includes R
oom

s 13 (the engine room
), 14 (a fuel store), 15-16 (a w

orkshop 
w

ith store/boiler room
) and 17 (an electrical sw

itch-gear room
). T

he internal w
alls of the 

engine room
 are tiled w

ith w
hite fire-clay tiles to dado height w

ith blue painted w
alls 

above. 
T

he 
floor 

incorporates 
ornate 

floor 
tiles 

w
hich 

are 
contem

porary 
w

ith 
the 

construction of the building. 

5.9.2 
T

he engine room
 w

as com
pleted in 1907 (N

L
C

/1/35) to provide com
pressed air to the 

foghorn tow
er. T

he engine room
 interior includes three K

elvin m
arine diesel engines that 

supplied com
pressed air to three iron receiver tanks situated on the north w

all. T
hese 

tanks 
w

ere 
m

anufactured 
the 

previous 
year 

by 
Jam

es 
D

ove 
&

 
C

o, 
E

ngineering 
C

ontractor, 
E

dinburgh. 
T

he 
three 

engines 
are 

K
2 

Series 
engines 

linked 
to 

air 
com

pressors. T
he engines now

 have electric starter m
otors fitted requiring the use of 

paired 15 volt batteries. T
hese w

ere charged by battery chargers pow
ered by direct m

ains 
current and also by a L

ister diesel engine. T
he chargers are situated on the w

est w
all of 

the engine room
.   

5.9.3 
A

djoining the engine room
 and accessed by double-leafed doors is the oil fuel store 

(Plates 50-53). T
his room

 has as series of cylindrical fuel tanks supported on iron I-
beam

s. T
he tanks w

ould originally have held kerosene w
hich w

as first used as lam
p fuel. 

T
he tanks w

ere later used to store fuel for the diesel engines. T
he fuel w

as fed to the 
engines via overhead fuel lines suspended from

 the ceiling. T
he room

 is lit by a four-
paned glass panelled door w

hich is probably a safety feature in the event of a fire.

5.9.4 
T

w
o other room

s are accessed by another door from
 the engine room

. T
he tw

o room
s 

include a storeroom
 w

ith sm
aller storeroom

 leading off and a larger room
 that contains 
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electrical w
all-m

ounted isolation sw
itches (Plate 54). A

 fine E
dw

ardian period w
all-

m
ounted cabinet is present on the east side of this room

 (Plate 55). 

5.10 
F

eature 10: SA
T

 G
uest H

ouse (T
hum

bnails 30-35, Folder 1 and 387-405, Folder 2)

5.10.1
T

he SA
T

 G
uest H

ouse (form
er keeper’s accom

m
odation) has seven individual room

s and 
a hallw

ay. It has been m
odernised to suit the needs of holiday accom

m
odation but its 

m
ain footprint is largely unaltered since it w

as last used by the N
L

B
. A

ll the w
indow

s are 
eight-paned sash-and-case w

indow
s in keeping w

ith the E
ast and W

est A
ccom

m
odation 

B
locks.

5.11 
F

eature 11: C
oncrete w

ater tank and toilet block (T
hum

bnails 399-344, Folder 2)

5.11.1 A
 concrete part-subterranean w

ater tank is situated on the w
est side of the SA

T
 G

uest 
H

ouse. T
he tank has a flat roof and m

easures c.8m
 by 4m

. A
 set of steps descends on its 

northern end to a low
er terrace level w

here a pair of disused toilets are present. T
he 

toilets form
 a single building block m

easuring 3.5m
 by 1.5m

. A
ll internal sanitary goods 

have been rem
oved.

5.12 
F

eature 12: N
L

B
 A

uxiliary engine and sw
itch-gear room

 (T
hum

bnail 25, Folder 1)

5.12.1 O
w

ned by the N
L

B
, this is a m

odern single-storey structure w
ith barred doors and 

w
indow

s. T
he building houses an auxiliary engine to supply electricity to the lighthouse.  

T
he interior has tw

o com
partm

ents, the largest housing the engine, the sm
aller is used for 

stores and m
aintenance equipm

ent.     

5.13 
F

eature 13: W
W

2 building (T
hum

bnail 362, Folder 2)

5.13.1 T
his single storey building is situated w

ithin a w
alled enclosure and is constructed of 

shuttered concrete w
ith a flat roof, and has a sm

all annex on its east side. T
he concrete 

building dates to W
orld W

ar II and is associated w
ith the R

adar buildings. T
he exact 

function of the building is not know
n. T

he building is not ow
ned by the SA

T
 and no 

interior access w
as available.

5.14 
F

eature 14: A
erial m

asts (not illustrated)

3.14.1
T

w
o m

odern steel aerial m
asts carry an array of w

ires to the lighthouse. O
ne m

ast is 
situated im

m
ediately adjacent to the R

adar 2 building and the second is situated close to 
B

uilding 13. T
he m

asts are approxim
ately 20m

 high and painted w
hite.

5.15 
F

eature 15: B
rick-built w

ater tank (T
hum

bnails 423-425, Folder 3)

5.15.1 A
 brick built w

ater-tank of probable Second W
orld W

ar date is situated alongside the 
m

ain trackw
ay to the lighthouse, im

m
ediately upslope of B

uilding 16. T
he tank m

easures 
c.3m

 by 2.5m
 and is c.1.5m

 high. In all probability the tank w
as the m

ain w
ater supply 

for the nearby B
uilding 16.
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5.16 
F

eature 16: W
W

2 building foundations (P
lates 56-57) 

5.16.1 Situated 6m
 dow

nslope from
 B

uilding 15 and built into the hillside is the rem
ains of a 

rectangular building m
easuring 10m

 long and 4.5m
 w

ide. A
 single course of concrete 

m
easuring c.0.15m

 high can be seen enclosing the hard standing of a floor. T
he 1942 and 

1949 aerial photographs show
 a building at this location w

hich w
as possibly associated 

w
ith a barrack block for arm

y sentries w
ho w

here know
n to guard the headland during its 

use 
as 

part 
of 

the 
C

hain 
H

om
e 

L
ow

 
radar 

station 
w

hich, 
as 

top 
secret 

defensive 
installations, dem

anded the tightest security. 

5.17 
F

eature 17: Sum
burgh H

ead fort ram
parts (P

late 58-59) 

5.17.1 T
he ram

parts of the prehistoric fort are situated on or near the site of B
uilding 16.  

E
xcavations conducted by SA

T
 failed to locate the true extent of the ram

parts. A
 recent 

landslip, in w
hich a c.10m

 length of c.19th-century boundary w
all and a large section of 

cliff fell into the sea, has m
ade any close inspection of the ram

part site im
possible for the 

tim
e being. T

he construction of the W
W

2 B
uilding 16 has had an im

pact on the upper 
ram

part w
hich has led to the rem

oval of the escarpm
ents. T

he positions of the vestigial 
ram

part rem
ains appear to be partially visible on the vertical aerial photograph taken by 

the R
A

F in 1967. A
 photograph taken from

 the north looking tow
ards Sum

burgh H
ead in 

1970 (N
M

R
S H

U
40N

W
 1) show

s the possible rem
ains of the ram

parts w
hich are visible 

as a series of linear earthw
orks w

here the neck of land on the headland narrow
s.

5.17.2 T
he placenam

e Sum
burgh is said to derive from

 the N
orse Sunnborg (South B

roch). T
he 

site is therefore likely to have played an im
portant defensive role during the Iron A

ge. 
T

he likely Iron A
ge structure at Sum

burgh H
ead w

as first surveyed by T
im

othy Pont in 
1592 and published in Johann B

laeu’s A
tlas N

ovus in 1654. T
here is only anecdotal 

evidence for a broch, w
hose likely position w

ould have been the sum
m

it of the headland 
at the site of the lighthouse, the construction of w

hich m
ust have rem

oved any near-
surface archaeological rem

ains. 

5.17.3 T
he types of archaeological deposits typical of later prehistoric sites found w

ithin other 
prom

ontory 
sites 

w
ithin 

Shetland 
strongly 

points 
to 

the 
potential 

survival 
of 

pits. 
M

iddens, fire-shattered stones and large assem
blages of pottery w

ould not be uncom
m

on 
w

ithin this type of site.  B
lockhouses w

hich are stone-built structures often associated 
w

ith gatew
ays to larger settlem

ent rem
ains are w

idely recorded in the south of Shetland 
(C

arter et al 1995). 

5.18
G

ate piers and sundial plinth (P
lates 60-61)

5.18.1
A

 set of gate piers built of ashlar sandstone are situated at the entrance to the m
ain 

lighthouse com
plex and form

 part of the group listing. T
he gate piers stand to a height of 

1.8m
 and have hew

n coping stones. A
 sundial plinth is situated to the south of B

uilding 
12, the auxiliary engine room

s. T
he plinth is m

ade of cast-iron w
ith fluted sides to a 

height of 1.2m
. T

he sundial is m
issing.   
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6. 
D

ISC
U

SSIO
N

 

6.1 
Shetland at w

ar

6.1.1
T

he Shetland Islands, the m
ost northerly islands of the B

ritish Isles, played an im
portant 

part in the defence of B
ritain during both W

orld W
ars. W

ith the Straits of D
over 

providing 
very 

vulnerable 
and 

dangerous 
passage, 

enem
y 

shipping, 
w

arships 
and 

subm
arines leaving G

erm
any and other occupied ports used the D

enm
ark Straits as their 

passage to the A
tlantic O

cean (G
uy 1995). T

he Shetland Islands w
ere an im

portant base 
for the R

oyal N
avy and R

oyal A
ir Force w

ho w
ere patrolling these w

aters w
ith w

arships 
and aircraft and for the radar stations scanning the skies and w

aters. T
he A

rm
y also 

played an im
portant part, protecting the islands and their im

portant installations and 
bases.   

6.1.2 
G

uy (1995) m
entions that, due to the general rem

oteness of the islands and the extrem
e 

rem
oteness of the installations, m

any have survived to this day. M
ost of the few

 W
W

1 
and W

W
2 batteries in the w

hole of the B
ritish Isles to survive w

ith their original 
arm

am
ent still in place are located in the Shetland Islands.   

6.1.3 
R

A
F Sum

burgh (N
G

R
: H

U
 395105) em

erged out of a sm
all com

m
ercial airfield in 1936 

to becom
e strategically im

portant to the air defence of Shetland and the W
ick Sector. In 

1940 a w
artim

e pilot described the criss-cross of runw
ays as ‘a

sea circled loneliness 
w

ith the great lion of Sum
burgh H

ead snoozing in the circuit’ (Sm
ith 1983). 

6.1.4 
D

ue to the position of Sum
burgh H

ead and the com
m

anding view
s tow

ards the N
orth Sea 

and A
tlantic O

cean, the lighthouse w
as used in W

W
1 as a lookout position to m

onitor the 
m

ovem
ent of enem

y shipping (N
C

L
/1/85).  

6.1.5 
R

adar B
uildings 1 and 2 at Sum

burgh H
ead are unique survivors of a larger chain of 

radar installations that w
ere placed on hill and cliff tops as part of the C

hain H
om

e L
ow

 
(C

H
L

) radar system
. T

he radar establishm
ent at Sum

burgh H
ead w

as one of the earliest 
C

H
L

 radar stations built, and w
as very m

uch an experim
ental station. T

he locations of 
other C

H
L

 stations on Shetland are know
n and probably do not survive as w

ell as the 
buildings at Sum

burgh H
ead. A

lthough the buildings are in a derelict state of repair w
ith 

the original w
ooden huts having largely decayed, the concrete outer casing is in a good 

condition and the thickness of the w
alls has contributed to their survival. 

6.1.6 
T

he significance and their role in thw
arting enem

y attacks on Scapa Flow
 in 1940 and 

probably several others on the Shetland m
ainland cannot be understated. W

ithout the 
early 

experim
ental 

radar 
installations 

in 
1939 

and 
the 

subsequent 
research 

and 
developm

ent using radar countless lives w
ould have been lost. T

he hom
e front ow

ed a 
great debt to these isolated stations that provided early w

arning of enem
y attack from

 
both by air and sea.
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6.2 
T

he lighthouse com
plex  

6.2.1 
A

s 
G

rade 
A

 
listed 

structures 
the 

Sum
burgh 

H
ead 

L
ighthouse 

and 
associated 

accom
m

odation 
blocks 

are 
of 

N
ational 

Im
portance. 

T
he 

tw
o 

neo-classical 
accom

m
odation blocks that flank the lighthouse are unique rem

inders of the quality of 
w

orkm
anship and the ‘over-engineered’ design quality typical of the Stevenson fam

ily of 
engineers and the N

L
B

. T
he facades of the accom

m
odation blocks are m

issing their 
pedim

ents that w
ere taken dow

n som
etim

e after 1940. T
he sym

m
etrical arrangem

ent of 
each block is show

n in the identical room
 dim

ensions and interior layout. T
he W

est 
A

ccom
m

odation B
lock is in a state of dereliction and is suffering from

 dam
p due to the 

lack of heating. T
he east block has fared better ow

ing to its current use as R
SPB

 offices. 

6.2.2 
T

he engine room
 and its ancillary fuel store is unique in that everything is still in place 

from
 w

hen it w
as last used to supply com

pressed air to the foghorn tow
er. T

he E
dw

ardian 
period engine room

 floor and the tiled ceram
ic w

alls reinforce the im
portance of the 

building. T
he three later K

2 Series K
elvin diesel engines display the technical quality and 

underlying im
portance of m

aintaining such im
portant equipm

ent. T
he engines them

selves 
are of great interest in that they are all com

plete and appear close to w
orking order.

6.2.3 
T

he stores/assistant keepers’ block is also in a state of disrepair but it still has m
uch 

internal character. T
he ground floor room

s include the sm
ithy and byre. T

he upstairs 
storeroom

 is suffering from
 the ingress of dam

p. T
he assistant keepers’ bothy contains a 

‘tim
e capsule’ of fixtures and fittings from

 the 1970s and is a rem
inder of the social needs 

of the N
L

B
 w

orkers of that era. 

6.2.4 
T

he SA
T

 holiday accom
m

odation block, form
erly keeper’s accom

m
odation, has changed 

little in term
s of its general layout. T

his part of the building is in good condition having 
been w

ell m
aintained and is currently used throughout the year. E

xam
ination of the 

visitors’ 
book 

confirm
s 

that 
the 

local 
seascapes 

and 
profusion 

of 
w

ildlife 
and 

archaeological sites are the m
ain attraction to the holidaym

akers and it w
ould seem

 that 
few

 rarely leave disappointed. 

6.3 
T

he Sum
burgh H

ead F
ort and environs 

6.3.1 
A

lthough the rem
ains of the fort ram

parts are fragm
entary, the potential for the survival 

of other near-surface archaeological rem
ains cannot be discounted (17 in A

ppendix 1). 
T

here is only anecdotal evidence for a broch on the headland and its likely position 
w

ould have been the plateau area at the site of the lighthouse. If so, it is highly likely that 
its physical rem

ains w
ould have been know

n about before construction, based on the 
sheer volum

e of m
aterial used in broch construction. T

here is no reason to discount the 
presence of other m

ore ephem
eral features such as stone structures and associated 

prehistoric settlem
ent rem

ains. T
here can be little doubt that the headland w

as fortified 
and its internal rem

ains m
ight com

e to light in future ground-breaking w
orks. Such 

evidence m
ay provide useful dating evidence w

hich is currently lacking. 
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6.3.2   T
o the w

est of Sum
burgh H

ead, the Scatness peninsula has been used intensively through 
m

odern tim
es, for both agricultural and m

ilitary purposes. In spite of this, the southern 
end of the peninsula contains tw

o Iron A
ge blockhouses (N

ess of B
urgi and Scatness 

N
orth), both of w

hich have been excavated (C
arter et al 1995). In addition, there are 

traces of prehistoric w
alling and a possible figure-of-eight-shaped house. It m

ay be that 
the possible structure of antiquity recorded at Sum

burgh H
ead w

as concurrent in usage 
w

ith 
the 

tw
o 

forts 
on 

the 
w

estern 
peninsula, 

thereby 
augm

enting 
our 

know
ledge 

pertaining to the density of occupation and giving tantalising hints as to the political and 
social situation w

ithin the O
ld Scatness/Jarlshof environs during the Iron A

ge. 
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7. 
C

O
N

C
L

U
SIO

N
 

7.1 
T

he Sum
burgh H

ead lighthouse com
plex is a unique collection of historical buildings 

w
hich survive m

ore or less unaltered since they w
ere first constructed.  T

he neo-classical 
design of the tw

o flanking accom
m

odation blocks is of great architectural interest and in 
keeping w

ith Stevenson’s quality of lighthouse engineering and design. 

7.2 
T

he W
W

2 radar building interiors are now
 severely dilapidated but their outer shell is 

w
ell preserved.  T

hese tw
o sites are unique survivors of the very first experim

ental C
H

L
 

radar stations established in 1939. A
 year later they played a critical role in providing 

early w
arning of an aerial attack on the naval base m

oored at Scapa Flow
 and w

ithout 
doubt saved lives. 

7.3 
T

he archaeological rem
ains associated w

ith the Sum
burgh H

ead prom
ontory fort are 

visible at the narrow
 neck of land to the north side of the lighthouse com

plex.  H
ere the 

tw
o banks of the upper ram

part are still visible running under a drystone boundary w
all 

(show
n on Plate 57).  A

 W
W

2 building has rem
oved a large proportion of this ram

part 
behind the boundary w

all.  Further dow
nslope, a recent landslip has rem

oved the low
er 

ram
parts term

inus. W
ithin the interior of the headland it is likely that substantial rem

ains 
of the fort could survive.  T

he field enclosures on the north and south sides of the 
lighthouse com

plex have never been cultivated in m
odern tim

es and this w
ill in all 

probability have led to the survival of near-surface archaeological rem
ains (houses, 

m
iddens, 

hearths 
pits) 

containing 
organic 

m
aterial 

that 
w

ill 
provide 

im
portant 

radiocarbon dating evidence. 

7.4 
T

he desk-based assessm
ent has brought together the readily available cartographic and 

docum
entary sources associated w

ith the tw
o W

W
2 radar structures and the lighthouse 

com
plex. It is clear that there is a great deal of further unseen inform

ation held w
ithin the 

N
L

B
 records deposited in the N

ational A
rchive of Scotland. T

he N
L

B
 Secretary’s 

A
ccounts dating from

 1901 to 1936 have provided technical inform
ation on the early 

developm
ent of the lighthouse com

plex.  
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8. 
R

E
C

O
M

M
E

N
D

A
T

IO
N

S 

H
istorical research 

8.1
Further research (both of archives and oral history) w

ill be of use in placing the lighthouse and 
the W

W
2 rem

ains into a w
ider historical context and, conversely, w

ithin a m
ore intim

ate social 
historical context. T

he E
ngineers A

ccounts w
ill contain im

portant inform
ation on the 

m
aintenance of the m

achinery still present at the com
plex that w

ould be useful for future 
interpretation of the existing plant and m

achinery at the site. T
he range of plans held in 

the N
M

R
S hold m

uch detail and it is clear from
 those that have been exam

ined there is a 
w

ealth of further inform
ation that could be gleaned from

 them
.  

B
uilding recording 

8.2 
T

he rem
oval of internal and external w

all linings w
ithin any of the lighthouse com

plex 
buildings should be subjected to m

ore detailed fabric survey to record the position of any 
original architectural features currently m

asked or hidden.   

A
rchaeological investigation 

8.3 
Plans 

to 
rem

ove 
the 

tw
o 

kitchen 
blocks 

on 
the 

east-facing 
elevations 

of 
both 

accom
m

odation blocks w
ould provide the opportunity to exam

ine the ground below
. 

Plans to dem
olish the disused w

ooden garages (Site 7) w
ould allow

 the opportunity to 
exam

ine the ground at this site. T
he garage foundations are likely to be shallow

 and m
ay 

not have im
pacted on any buried archaeological rem

ains associated w
ith the fort at this 

locality.

8.5 
A

 program
m

e of archaeological w
ork should be undertaken on any areas to be subjected 

to ground-breaking w
ork. T

his w
ork could include: 

 
geophysical 

research 
to 

record 
the 

extent 
of 

any 
buried 

structural 
rem

ains 
surviving from

 the prom
ontory fort 

 
archaeological evaluation to assess the potential for the survival and quality of 
any buried archaeological rem

ains 
 

archaeological recording of the eroding sections of the ram
parts 

 
w

atching 
briefs 

to 
m

onitor 
ground-breaking 

w
orks 

associated 
w

ith 
the 

construction 
of 

new
 

buildings, 
track 

realignm
ent 

and 
car-park 

infrastructure 
w

orks
 

excavation to record any features brought to light during the evaluation and 
geophysical surveys 

 
post-excavation and publication to dissem

inate the results of the archaeological 
w

ork.

8.6 
A

ny future w
orks w

ould be presented in form
al W

SI’s to be draw
n up in consultation 

w
ith and approved by SA

T
 and N

G
R

. 
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R
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m
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R
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A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
 1:  SIT

E
S A

N
D

 M
O

N
U

M
E

N
T

S G
A

Z
E

T
T

E
E

R
  

ID
 N

o on 
F

ig 1 
B

uilding N
am

e 
and/or R

oom
 N

o 
Sum

m
ary description  

1 
Sum

burgh H
ead 

L
ighthouse 

T
he lighthouse w

as designed by the engineer R
obert Stevenson. T

he building 
w

ork started in January 1819 under M
r John R

eid building contractors of 
Peterhead. T

he tow
er sits on the 91m

 contour and is 17m
 high and built w

ith 
cavity w

alls w
ith harled and w

hitew
ashed exterior w

alls. T
he tow

er has a circular 
battered podium

 w
ith m

ain doorw
ay and w

indow
 w

ith raised m
argin on its east 

side.  O
n its third tier there are four circular openings (oculi) openings to light the 

first floor level. W
ithin the lighthouse interior there are 52 steps from

 the base  to 
the top of the tow

er. T
he optical apparatus is group flashing w

ith Stevenson’s 
equiangular refractor show

ing flashes every 30 seconds and has a nom
inal range 

of 23 m
iles. T

he contractors w
ere C

hance B
rothers &

 C
o L

td of B
irm

ingham
 and 

Jam
es D

ove &
 C

o G
reenside E

dinburgh.  T
he balcony has a cast-iron handrail 

w
hich is corbelled out balcony resting on a m

oulded cornice.  T
he lam

p room
 is 

lined w
ith varnished pine boards.  T

he lighthouse has flanking w
alls w

hich have 
openings onto the terraced area on its w

est side. D
uring the last 50 years a second 

gantry w
as added to the lighthouse dom

e. T
his feature is not show

n on the c. 
1940s photograph of the lighthouse.  

2 
W

est 
A

ccom
m

odation 
B

lock  

R
oom

s 1-4, 26-32 

T
he W

est A
ccom

m
odation B

lock is one of tw
o pavilion buildings that flank the 

lighthouse and occupies a rectangular plan and m
easures 11.3m

 by 9m
.  T

he w
est 

elevation has three bays w
ith an advanced m

iddle bay.  E
arly photographs show

 
that the m

iddle bay had a pedim
ent but this has subsequently been rem

oved.  T
he 

w
indow

s are all 12-paned sash and case w
ith sandstone raised m

argins.   T
he 

building is tw
o storey w

ith 11 individual room
s.  T

he basem
ent room

s, of w
hich 

there are four are accessed from
 the ground floor and com

prise tw
o barrel vaulted 

storage room
s.  T

he m
ain entrances are situated on the w

est side of the building 
and are flanked by 12-paned sash and case w

indow
s.  R

oom
s 1, 2 and 4 have 

barrel-vaulted ceilings. W
ithin R

oom
 3, a staircase led up from

 the rear room
 

(R
oom

 3) up to the first floor.  A
ccess w

as later blocked although the first flight is 
still intact, the second has its balustrade rem

oved.    
    T

he second floor contains seven room
s and a hallw

ay. T
he hall allow

s access to 
bedroom

s and the m
ain living room

.  T
he kitchen (29) is also an addition along 

w
ith the bathroom

 (26).  T
he largest room

 is the living room
. A

ll the room
s have 

been refurbished som
etim

e probably during the 1970s. A
ll the doors have been 

boarded and hide original 4-pannelled pine doors.  T
he interior of building is in a 

poor state if repair and has not been ivied in for som
e tim

e. 
    O

riginal draw
ings by Stevenson of the lighthouse and its accom

m
odation 

blocks show
 the disposition of the tw

o flanking pavilions w
ith pedim

ents on the 
advanced m

iddle bays.   A
ll the openings have raised m

argins although it w
as 

m
uch later that the buildings w

ere harled.  T
he pedim

ents depicted in the original 
Stevenson draw

ings w
ere taken dow

n som
etim

e after the Second W
orld W

ar. 
3 

E
ast A

ccom
m

odation 
B

lock 
T

he east block is a m
irror im

age in term
s of size and layout as the W

est 
A

ccom
m

odation B
lock.  T

he dim
ensions of the room

 are the sam
e throughout.  

T
he building is currently used as the R

SPB
 headquarters of the Sum

burgh H
ead 

R
SPB

 reserve.  T
he basem

ent room
s are currently used for equipm

ent storage 
w

hilst the first floor room
s have been converted into offices.  T

he bathroom
 and 

kitchen has the sam
e fixtures and fittings as seen in the W

est accom
m

odation 
block.    
    T

he exterior is harled and painted.  T
he w

indow
s have raised m

argins.  T
he 

basem
ent room

s are currently used by the R
SPB

 as stores. T
he first floor room

s 
w

ith the exception of the bathroom
 and kitchen have all been fitted out in recent 

tim
es and used as offices.  

4 
Foghorn H

ouse 
Situated on the eastern boundary w

ith com
m

anding view
s of the cliffs, the  
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foghorn house com
prises a concrete tw

o-tier tow
er occupying a battered sem

i-
circular plan. A

 cast-iron ladder leads up to a platform
 in w

hich there is a sm
all 

rectangular building.  T
he tow

er parapet w
all incorporates a cogged track w

hich 
supports the rotating foghorn.  A

t ground level on the w
est side of the tow

er there 
are tw

o large riveted iron tanks w
hich supplied com

pressed air to the horn. 
5 

R
adar building 1 

R
adar B

uilding 1 is situated c. 4m
 from

 the base of the foghorn H
ouse.  T

he 
concrete building is one of tw

o radar buildings on the site.  T
he building is 

constructed of shuttered concrete w
hich w

as built around a w
ooden hut.  T

he hut 
w

as a prefabricated structure bolted together on its m
ain fram

e.  T
he rem

ains of 
the w

ooden hut and parts of its corrugated iron roof can still be seen w
ithin the 

interior of the building today.  T
he building m

easures by 6 m
 by 4m

.  T
he four-

panelled door is situated on the w
est side close to its gable.  O

n the east side there 
is a rectangular w

indow
.

T
he w

indow
 faces a concrete blast w

all w
hich  w

as 
placed to offer protection to the occupants of the building.  A

 large w
ooden beam

 
(0.4m

) long protrudes dow
n from

 the roof.  T
his has a large iron bolt fixed to it. 

Its function is not know
n.  

    D
esignated A

dm
iralty E

xperim
ental Station (A

E
S) N

o 1, construction of the 
station began in O

ctober 1939 and the station started perm
anent w

atch on 
27/12/39. T

his w
as one of the first C

oast D
efence U

-boat (C
D

U
) stations (i.e. 

N
aval version of C

hain H
om

e L
ow

) in the U
K

 and w
as tasked w

ith plotting U
-

boats attem
pting to escape from

 the N
orth Sea into the N

orth A
tlantic. It w

as also 
capable of detecting aircraft. T

he R
eceiver H

ut w
as placed just inside the southern 

w
all of the inner enclosure of the lighthouse; the T

ransm
itter H

ut w
as 20 yards 

from
 it, 7 yards from

 the foghorn tow
er and 10 yards from

 the lighthouse. T
he 

engine shed w
as 50 yards aw

ay, outside the northern w
all of the inner enclosure. 

T
he huts w

ere straddled by gantries w
hich carried the aerial arrays. Inverted 

searchlight turntables w
ere used for rotation, w

hich w
as carried out by a bike 

chain w
hich entered each hut through a hole in the roof to an up-turned bike w

ith 
pedals replaced w

ith w
ooden handles. T

he station at Sum
burgh head w

as replaced 
by a C

H
L

 at C
om

pass H
ead in M

arch 1943. 

Sum
burgh H

ead C
D

U
 (SM

R
 5056) – Source Ian B

row
n. H

istoric R
adar 

A
rchive. 7.4.03. 

D
esignated A

dm
iralty E

xperim
ental Station (A

E
S) N

o. 1, construction of the 
station began at the end of O

ctober 1939 and the station started perm
anent w

atch 
on 27 D

ecem
ber 1939. T

his w
as a C

oast D
efence U

-boat (C
D

U
) station, tasked 

w
ith plotting U

-boats attem
pting to escape from

 the N
orth Sea into the N

orth 
A

tlantic, but also capable of detecting aircraft as w
ell. 

    A
part from

 an earlier station of the sam
e type erected at A

nstruther, on the east 
coast of Fife, Sum

burgh H
ead w

as the first C
D

U
 (i.e. N

aval version of C
hain 

H
om

e L
ow

) station in the U
K

. T
hese stations represented a great im

provem
ent 

over the existing C
hain H

om
e long-range early w

arm
ing radar. C

D
U

 or C
H

L
 

consisted of a rotating aerial array typical of m
odern radars, but different to the 

fixed, floodlight arrangem
ent of C

hain H
om

e R
adar (C

H
). It w

ould also 
eventually use a Plan Position Indicator (PPI) radar screen w

hich show
ed the blips 

in the form
 of a m

ap-like display, again com
m

on now
, but very new

 then.  A
 

m
ore detailed account of the basic operating principal of C

H
 is described very 

graphically by N
eale (2008).  

    T
he R

eceiver H
ut w

as placed just inside the southern w
all of the inner 

enclosure of the lighthouse. T
he T

ransm
itter H

ut w
as 20 yards from

 it, 7 yards 
from

 the foghorn tow
er and 10 yards from

 the lighthouse. T
he E

ngine Shed w
as 

50 yards aw
ay, outside the northern w

all of the inner enclosure. T
he inform

ation 
to hand, as supplied by Ian B

row
n of H

istoric R
adar A

rchive, suggests that all 
three huts w

ere m
ade of w

ood and had been prefabricated. N
o reference has been 

identified by the H
istoric R

adar A
rchive indicating w

hen the w
ooden huts w

ere 
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replaced by concrete ones, but this m
ust have taken place at som

e tim
e betw

een 
1939 and 1944. R

ichard Feachem
 (2001) m

entioned that the lighthouse and huts 
w

ere straffed by the L
ufftw

affe and this led to the huts being encased in concrete 
to protect the radar personnel.  
    T

he huts w
ere straddled by tim

ber stanchions w
hich carried the aerial arrays 

(one transm
itting, the other receiving). Inverted searchlight turntables w

ere used 
for rotation, w

hich w
as carried out by a bike chain w

hich entered each hut 
through a hole in the roof to an up-turned bike w

ith pedals replaced w
ith w

ooden 
handles. 
    D

ue to interference from
 the lighthouse buildings, the station at Sum

burgh 
H

ead w
as replaced by a C

H
L

 at C
om

pass H
ead in M

arch 1943, w
here radar w

as 
housed in a single building using a single array to both transm

it and receive. From
 

then, the original site w
as used as a standby for periods of m

aintenance and 
breakdow

ns until it closed com
pletely in A

pril 1944. T
he building at C

om
pass 

H
ead is still in use by the civil aviation authority to this day. 

    Sum
burgh H

ead played a crucial role in plotting G
erm

an aircraft heading 
tow

ards Scapa Flow
 in the Spring of 1940, the w

arning being sufficient to put the 
defences on alert and result in several aircraft being shot dow

n. T
hus a potential 

‘Pearl H
arbour’ style disaster to the B

ritish H
om

e Fleet had been prevented. T
his 

w
as due in no sm

all m
easure to the success of Sum

burgh H
ead C

D
U

. 
    T

he placing of radar installations contravened the G
eneva C

onvention w
here 

m
ilitary installations w

ere not to be placed w
ithin civilian sites.  A

s a result of this 
m

ade lighthouses a legitim
ate target by the L

uftw
affe.  T

he Sum
burgh H

ead radar 
installations and lighthouse w

as straffed by enem
y fire w

ith no loss of life.  T
his 

act led to the encasem
ent of the huts in concrete and the erection of blast w

all. 
T

he northern light on Fair Isle w
as not so lucky.  A

ccording to records of the 
N

L
B

, on 28 M
arch 1941 the dw

elling houses w
ere m

achine gunned by an enem
y 

plane. T
w

o bom
bs w

ere also dropped but landed 60 yards south east of the tow
er 

and dam
age w

as confined to broken glass. T
he second m

ain attack happened on 
18 A

pril 1941 w
hen a single enem

y plane m
achine gunned the buildings and 

dropped tw
o H

E
 bom

bs one of w
hich registered a direct hit on the buildings 

situated 30 feet from
 the back w

all of the dw
elling houses. T

he outhouses, 
com

prising store houses and closets w
ere com

pletely dem
olished and all contents 

destroyed, plus 24 feet of boundary w
all w

hich w
as also dem

olished.   w
ere also 

6 
R

adar building 2 
T

he R
adar 2 receiver building is constructed of shuttered concrete that w

as used 
to encase a tim

ber-fram
ed w

ooden hut.  A
 blast w

all protects the m
ain entrance 

w
hich is situated on the north-w

est side of the building.   T
he building m

easures 
6.2m

 long and 3.6m
 w

ide.  T
he ridge of the roof m

easures 3.3m
 above the floor.  

T
he north w

all of the building has been built over the drystone boundary dyke and 
contrasts w

ith the sm
ooth face of the concrete. T

he w
all carries concrete to a 

further height of c. 1.5m
.  T

he east w
all exhibits the im

pressions of the long 
decayed tim

ber planks of the sheds cladding.  A
t the south end of the w

all there is 
an im

pression of a shuttered w
indow

 m
easuring 1.1m

 by 1m
. T

he south elevation 
has a w

indow
 opening w

ith the sam
e dim

ensions as above. O
n the inside of the 

roof are the im
pressions of corrugated iron w

hich w
as originally used to roof the 

tim
ber hut.   

    A
t the centre of the roof ridge there are tw

o holes. O
ne is likely to have been 

for the rotating shaft of the radar aerial and the other m
ay have been for a stove 

pipe. T
he concrete floor has tw

o levels, w
ith the northern portion being 0.20m

 
low

er than the southern end.  O
n line w

ith the holes in the roof, there is a 
rectangular w

ooden-fram
ed concrete dais w

hich stands to a height of 0.10m
.  It is 

suggested that this w
as either part of a m

ounting for the radar equipm
ent or m

ore 
likely a stove base. T

he blast w
all protecting the m

ain entrance is 0.30m
 thick.  

T
here is an absence of fitting scars associated w

ith the radar equipm
ent and as the 

planks of the shed have alm
ost now

 rotted aw
ay it is im

possible to glean any 
further inform

ation other than that that has been recorded.  
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    H
istorical photographs taken in c.1940 confirm

 that this building com
bined 

both a send and receive aerial m
ounted on top of the roof.  T

his w
as supported by 

w
ooden stanchions that w

ere supported on concrete plinths.  T
he stanchion posts 

w
ere pitched and w

ere contem
porary w

ith the w
ooden huts.  L

ater encased in 
concrete, the visible traces of the stanchions can still be seen w

ithin the concrete 
w

alls and roof of the present building. A
 concrete plinth survives to a height of 

0.90m
 and is situated on the south-w

est side of the building.   
    B

oth radar buildings are visible on the R
A

F vertical aerial photographs.  
7 

D
isused garages 

(interior not seen) 
A

 pair of derelict plank-built garages occupy the ground betw
een the W

est 
A

ccom
m

odation B
lock and the O

ccasional K
eepers B

lock.  T
he garages have 

been built against the drystone boundary w
all.  T

he garages m
easure c. 8m

 by 4m
 

and have their m
ain entrances facing the m

ain drive.  T
he garages are 20th 

century in date (1950s) and are of no historical interest.  
8 

Stores/ L
ocal  

assistants block 

R
oom

s 9-12 G
F 

R
oom

s 39-40 FF 

T
his building is a tw

o-storey building that is constructed of coursed rubble w
ith a 

w
et-dash cem

ent render. T
he building m

easures 14m
 by 5m

 and has four 
com

partm
ents on the ground floor (9-12) and tw

o com
partm

ents on the first floor 
that are accessed by a w

ooden staircase on the w
est elevation.   

R
oom

 9 is a later annex that has been added to the m
ain building block and w

as 
used as fuel store.  R

oom
 10 is a toilet that is accessed on the w

est side of the 
building.  T

he toilet is lit by a sm
all w

indow
 on the east-facing elevation.  R

oom
 

11 w
as a sm

all byre w
ith a single central plank-built door.  T

he w
alls are plain 

rubble and the floor is constructed of granite setts.  A
 sm

all drain m
easuring 

0.20m
 w

ide runs north to south.  T
he north w

all is red-brick and possibly a later 
partition. T

he rest of the w
alls are rubble that has been w

hitew
ashed.  T

here is 
room

 for tw
o sm

all anim
al stalls. T

he w
idth of the door suggests that the byre w

as 
either used for housing pigs or sm

all Shetland ponies. 
    T

he adjoining R
oom

 12 w
as at one tim

e used as a sm
ithy. O

n the north w
all 

there is a central stone fireplace (1.48 by 1.30m
) w

hich has been painted light 
grey. T

he chim
ney breast has been m

odified to accom
m

odate a set of bellow
s and 

hearth that rests in a steel-built fram
e.  T

he east w
all has a centrally placed plank-

built door and on the opposite w
all there is a centrally placed 4-paned sash-and-

case w
indow

.  O
n the south w

all there is a cupboard behind a plank-built door.  A
 

red brick-built partition w
all is visible at the rear of the cupboard.  T

he floor is 
original sandstone setts. 

A
 double-leafed plank-built door allow

s access to a w
ooden staircase on the w

est-
elevation.  T

he stairs w
as at one tim

e lit by a 12-paned sash-and-case w
indow

 but 
this is now

 blind. T
here are tw

o room
s (39-40) of the m

ain landing.  R
oom

 37 is 
at the north end of the building and com

prises the assistant’s keepers bothy.  O
n 

the w
est w

all there are tw
o box bunk-beds w

ith cupboards underneath for 
bedding.  A

n external ladder at the end of the bunks allow
s access to the top.  O

n 
the north w

all there is a central stone-painted fireplace w
ith w

ooden m
antelpiece 

flanked on the left by a cupboard containing crockery and pots. T
o the right of the 

fireplace there is an electric cooker. T
he east w

all has a 12-paned sash-and-case 
w

indow
 w

ith a B
elfast sink below

.  T
he south w

all is plain. H
ere a sm

all red 
Form

ica-topped table and tw
o chairs are present. T

he w
ooden floor is covered 

w
ith linoleum

 and covered w
ith rugs. 

    T
his room

 is very m
uch as it w

as left w
hen the N

L
B

 transferred ow
nership to 

the SA
T

 and has not been altered since.  It provides a snap-shot of the conditions 
in w

hich the assistant keeper or visiting contractors w
ould have lived.  T

he 
character of the fixtures and fittings date to the 1960s or later.  
    R

oom
 38 is entered from

 the right of the stairs landing.  A
 softw

ood 4-
pannelled door is situated on the north w

all.  T
he east w

all is lit by a 12-paned 
sash and case w

indow
.  T

he south and w
est w

alls are featureless w
ith only 
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exposed coursed rubble w
hich has at one tim

e been w
hitew

ashed. T
his is now

 
green stained due to the ingress of rainw

ater. T
w

o hatches are present on the red-
painted floor.  T

hese appear to have been chutes, possibly for ashes or other 
w

aste.   T
he function of the room

 appears to have been a storeroom
 given the 

unplastered w
alls. 

9 
E

ngine room
 (R

oom
 

13)  

Fuel O
il Store, R

oom
 

14 

T
he engine room

 m
easures 8.2m

 by 8.2m
 and is lit on the east, south and w

est 
sides by tw

o large sash-and-case w
indow

s.  T
he w

alls are tiled from
 the floor to 

dado height w
ith w

hite fireclay sanitary tiles.  T
he w

alls are plastered and painted 
blue.  T

he floor is a m
osaic brow

n and cream
 patterned tiles.  T

hree K
elvin diesel 

engines (N
os 1-3) are situated 2m

 apart from
 each other and rest on concrete 

foundations w
ith holding dow

n bolts at each corner.  T
he plinths are aligned 

north-south.  E
ach engine is replicated w

ith the sam
e fixtures and fittings. 

    T
he com

pany m
aking K

elvin engines w
as founded in 1904 by W

alter B
ergius 

as the "B
ergius C

ar &
 E

ngine C
om

pany". B
ergius rented a prem

ises in Finnieston 
Street, G

lasgow
, and set about developing his first car w

hich he nam
ed the 

"K
elvin". T

he car w
as not a com

m
ercial success, how

ever its engine proved to be 
an excellent m

arine engine follow
ing trials in a row

ing gig in 1906. C
ar 

m
anufacture w

as abandoned, and the com
pany began to specialize in m

arine 
engines. In 1907 the com

pany installed one of its engines in a fishing boat, and in 
1908 produced its first purpose designed m

arine engine. T
he nam

e of the 
com

pany w
as changed to the "B

ergius L
aunch and E

ngine C
om

pany" In 1921 
W

alter B
ergius (d.1949) designed his sleeve valve range of engines, though the 

engines perform
ed w

ell and w
ere very quiet, a feature of sleeve valve engines due 

to the lack of noisy valves and tappets, the engines w
ere prone to excessive w

ear. 
T

he last sleeve-valve K
elvin engine w

as m
ade in 1946.  T

he com
pany's first 

diesel engine w
as introduced in 1931, a 2 cylinder engine w

hich form
ed the basis 

of the m
odel "K

" range of engines, w
ith 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6 cylinder versions. L

ater 
in 1933 a sm

aller diesel engine called the m
odel "J" w

as launched, w
ith 2, 3, and 

4 cylinder variants. T
he "K

" range rem
ained in production until 1974, and the "J" 

range continued until 1970.  
E

ach engines exhaust pipes vertical and then  at right angles out through the rear 
w

all of the engine room
.  A

 direct-feed fuel line suspended from
 the ceiling runs 

dow
n to each engine.  T

he fuel supply w
as housed in tanks in the fuel store 

(R
oom

 14).   
    E

xiting from
 each com

pressor on the north side of the engine blocks is a green-
painted com

pressed air pipe each w
ith a shut-off valve.  T

he pipes rise upw
ards 

and traverse the engine room
 and converge at one of three large cream

 
com

pressed air storage tanks situated against the north w
all.  H

ere a m
aster shut-

off w
heel is present.  T

he tanks w
ere installed in 1906 and the m

iddle tank has a 
m

anufacturers nam
eplate Jam

es D
ove &

 C
o, E

ngineering C
ontractor, E

dinburgh 
and predate the engines by roughly 35-40 years.  
    T

he im
portance of keeping a ready supply of charged starter batteries is attested 

by the presence of a Siem
ens w

all-m
ounted battery-charger w

hich  converted the 
m

ains 250volt supply dow
n to 30v and 15v.  T

his charger w
as supported by a 

L
ister m

arine diesel engine w
hich w

as fuelled by direct line from
 the fuel store.  

T
he Siem

ens charger is fixed to the w
est w

all and the L
ister diesel engine is 

situated in the south-w
est corner of the room

.  H
ere an electric cable connects to 

an array of batteries stored in a w
ooden cabinet on the south w

all.  It is presum
ed 

that the L
ister engine provided the necessary back-up in the event of loss of m

ains 
supply electricity.  L

ikew
ise by having three K

elvin engines on station to supply 
com

pressed air to the foghorn, w
hen one engine w

as serviced or undergoing 
repairs the other tw

o engines could supply the requisite am
ount of air to internal 

and external receiver tanks. 

T
he fuel oil store is accessed by double-leafed brow

n-painted plank-built doors.  
T

he room
 m

easures 4.7m
 by 4.2m

 w
ith cream

-painted w
alls. A

 pair of I-beam
s 
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W
orkshop, R

oom
 15 

Stores R
oom

 16  

Sw
itch-gear room

, 
R

oom
 17 

suspended off the floor at a height of 0.30m
 run round the room

.  T
hese hold four 

large grey-panted steel or copper fuel storage tanks.  A
nother large rectangular 

tank is suspended on a steel-fram
ed tow

er on the corner of the room
.  T

he room
 is 

lit by glazed panels in the w
ooden door that exits into the yard area in front of the 

building.   

R
oom

 15 is a w
orkshop accessed by a door on the north w

all of the engine room
.  

T
he w

orkshop m
easures 2.7m

 by 2.3m
 and has a door leading to R

oom
 16, a 

sm
all storeroom

 and R
oom

 17 an electrical sw
itch gear room

.  O
n the east w

all of 
the w

orkshop there is a w
ork-bench w

ith shelving and storage bins above.  T
he 

shelves and bins still contain equipm
ent used for the 

A
 sm

all storeroom
 m

easuring 2.6m
 by 1.9m

 currently houses the boiler for the 
SA

T
 G

uest H
ouse.  T

he room
 w

as lit by a w
indow

 on the w
est w

all, the w
indow

 
but it is now

 boarded up.  O
n the south w

all there is an array of storage bins 
containing pipe fitting and valve apparatus.  

T
his room

 m
easures 4m

 by 2m
 and is lit by a 6-pane sash-and-case w

indow
 on 

the w
est w

all.  T
he north w

all houses an array of silver-painted electrical isolation 
boxes each labelled according to the various buildings w

ithin the lighthouse 
com

plex.  O
n the east w

all there is a pair of pine cabinets built into the w
all.  T

he 
top cupboards are locked.  T

he low
er cupboards have lids and contain cotton 

w
adding for cleaning apparatus. 

10 
SA

T
 G

uest H
ouse 

(form
er principal 

keepers dw
elling) 

R
oom

 18, bedroom
 

R
oom

 19, kitchen 

R
oom

 20, bedroom
 

R
oom

 21, living room
 

R
oom

 22, bedroom
 

R
oom

 23, bedroom
 

R
oom

 24, hallw
ay 

R
oom

 25, bathroom
 

T
he SA

T
 G

uest H
ouse has seven room

s and a hallw
ay.  It has been m

odernised to 
suit the needs of holiday accom

m
odation and has largely been unaltered since it 

w
as last used by the N

L
B

.  H
ow

ever som
e of the room

s earlier function is 
recorded on one of the historical plans of the building housed in the collection of 
N

L
B

 draw
ings. A

ll the w
indow

s are 8-paned sash-and-case w
indow

s in keeping 
w

ith the E
ast and W

est A
ccom

m
odation blocks. 

R
oom

 18 is a sm
all bedroom

 m
easuring 3.3m

 by 2.7 and w
as converted to a 

bedroom
 from

 a coal store. 

R
oom

 19 is a kitchen m
easuring 4.9m

 by 2.7 and has been enlarged by the 
rem

oval of central partition w
all.    

R
oom

 20 is a bedroom
 m

easuring 3.9m
 by 3.7m

.  A
 c.1960s style tiled fireplace 

occupies the south w
all. T

his room
 w

as once probably a living room
.   

R
oom

 21 is the living room
 m

easuring 4m
 by 3.4m

 and has a m
oulded cornice 

and boxed-in panel door.  

R
oom

 22 is a bedroom
 m

easuring 3.9m
 by 3.2m

. 

R
oom

 23 is a bedroom
 m

easuring 4m
 by 3m

  

T
he hallw

ay m
easures 4.3m

 by 3.3m
 and is accessed by double-leafed doors on 

the m
ain entry.  D

oors lead off to three bedroom
s, the living room

 and the 
bathroom

. 

T
he bathroom

 m
easures 2.9m

 by 1.5m
 and the fixtures and fittings are the sam

e as 
those seen in the E

ast and W
est A

ccom
m

odation B
locks.  

11 
C

oncrete w
ater tank 

and toilet block 
A

 concrete part-subterranean w
ater tank is situated on the w

est side of the SA
T

 
G

uest H
ouse.  T

he tank has a flat roof and m
easures c. 8m

 by 4m
. A

 set of steps 
descends on its northern end to a low

er terrace level w
here a pair of disused 

toilets are present. T
he toilets form

 a single building block m
easuring 3.5m

 by 
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1.5m
. A

ll internal sanitary goods have been rem
oved. 

12 
N

L
B

 A
uxiliary 

engine and sw
itch-

gear room
 

O
w

ned by the N
L

B
, this is a m

odern single-storey structure w
ith barred doors and 

w
indow

s.  T
he building houses an auxiliary engine to supply electricity to the 

lighthouse.  T
he interior has tw

o com
partm

ents, the largest housing the engine, 
the sm

aller is used for stores and m
aintenance equipm

ent.     
13 

W
W

2 building  
T

his single storey building is situated w
ithin a w

alled enclosure and is constructed 
of shuttered concrete w

ith a flat roof.  T
he building has a sm

all annex on its east 
side.  T

he concrete building dates to W
W

2 and is associated w
ith the R

adar 
buildings.  T

he exact function of the building is not know
n. T

he building is not 
ow

ned by the SA
T

 and no interior access w
as available. 

14 
T

w
o aerial m

asts 
T

w
o m

odern steel aerial m
asts carry and array of w

ires to the lighthouse.  O
ne 

m
ast is situated im

m
ediately adjacent to the R

adar 2 building and the second is 
situated close to B

uilding 13.  T
he m

ast are approxim
ately 20m

 high and painted 
w

hite. 
15 

B
rick-built w

ater tank A
 brick built w

ater-tank of probable W
W

2 date is situated alongside the m
ain 

trackw
ay to the lighthouse, im

m
ediately upslope of the B

uilding 16. T
he tank 

m
easures c.3m

 by 2.5m
 and is c. 1.5m

 high.  In all probability the tank w
as the 

m
ain w

ater supply for the nearby W
W

2 building (B
uilding 16). 

16 
W

W
2 B

uilding 
foundations 

Situated 6m
 dow

nslope from
 B

uilding 15 and built into the hillside is the rem
ains 

of a rectangular building m
easuring 10m

 long and 4.5m
 w

ide.  A
 single course of 

concrete m
easuring c. 0.15m

 high can be seen enclosing the hard standing of a 
floor.  T

he 1942 and 1949 aerial photographs show
 a building at this location 

w
hich w

as possibly associated w
ith a barrack block for arm

y sentries w
ho w

here 
know

n to guard the headland during its use as part of the C
hain H

om
e L

ow
 radar 

station w
hich as highly secret defensive installations dem

anded the tightest 
security.

17 
S

um
burgh H

ead Fort 
R

am
parts (site of) 

T
he placenam

e Sum
burgh is said to derive from

 the N
orse Sunnborg (South 

B
roch).T

he site therefore likely to have played an im
portant defensive roll during 

the Iron A
ge.   T

he likely Iron A
ge structure at Sum

 burgh H
ead, first surveyed by 

T
im

othy P
ont in 1592 and published in Johann B

laeu’s A
tlas N

ovus in 1654, 
appears 

to 
have 

been 
truncated 

during 
the 

construction 
of 

Shetland’s 
first 

lighthouse betw
een 1818 and 1821. B

laeu first recorded the ‘A
ncient Fort of 

Sw
enburgh’, a site w

hich provoked com
m

ent from
 travelling antiquaries through 

the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. B
y 1968, the O

rdnance Survey reported 
that ‘traces of the defences are obliterated by the m

odern road to the lighthouse 
and no evidence w

as seen of a broch on the headland’ (the site at Sum
 burgh 

having been earlier referred to as a broch by H
. D

ryden in 1873). H
ow

ever, the 
com

bined 
cartographic 

and 
docum

entary 
accounts 

indicate 
that 

this 
w

as 
a 

significant group of structures, set w
ithin a dram

atic steeply rising landscape 
w

hich m
ay have represented the ‘borg’ or fort that inspired the nam

e.  T
he ‘fort’ 

at Sunburgh has m
ade explicit use of the narrow

 neck of land betw
een the cliffs 

and thus negating the need for elaborate earthw
ork or stone defences. 

    E
xcavation at the N

ess of B
urgi has led to the suggestion that som

e blockhouse 
forts w

ere sym
bols of Iron A

ge status, quite apart from
 serving a shielding or 

aggressive role.  T
he forts could also have com

prised lookout posts or w
arnings to 

those at sea that ow
nership of the surrounding land w

as in no doubt. 
    C

hris D
yer of SA

T
 (A

ppendix 5) states there is an im
portant overlap betw

een 
forts and brochs and this m

ay explain the contrasting interpretations from
 L

ow
 

(1774) and D
ryden (1873) of the structures at Sum

burgh H
ead. A

 significant 
proportion of Shetland’s broch sites are contained by w

alls, ram
parts or ditches. 

M
any of these could feasibly be classified as forts if they did not have broch 

structures w
ithin them

. T
he earthen ram

parts of the broch sites at U
nderhoull in 

U
nst and D

alsetter in D
unrossness are m

ore im
pressive than the ruinous brochs 

they contain w
hilst the earthw

orks surrounding the brochs at B
urraland in 

C
unningsburgh and B

urland  in Q
uarff could function as prom

ontory fort 
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landscapes. T
herefore, w

e m
ust be open in our interpretation for Sum

 burgh H
ead 

inasm
uch as w

hilst the notion of a fort appears likely, broch sites in Shetland m
ay 

have been protected by or preceded by forts w
hilst fort sites m

ay have been 
replaced by brochs. 
    T

he ram
parts of the prehistoric fort are situated on or near the site of B

uilding 
16.  E

xcavations conducted by SA
T

 failed to locate the true extent of the 
ram

parts.  A
 recent landslip in w

hich a c.10m
 length of c.19th century boundary 

w
all and a large section of cliff fell into the sea has m

ade any close inspection of 
the ram

part site im
possible for the tim

e being.  T
he construction of the W

W
2 

B
uilding 16 has had an im

pact on the upper ram
part w

hich has led to the rem
oval 

of the escarpm
ents.  T

he position of the vestigial ram
part rem

ains appear to be 
partially visible on the vertical aerial photograph taken by the R

A
F in 1967 

although on the ground the ram
parts have clearly been com

prom
ised by the 

construction of the W
W

2 building (B
uilding 16). 

18 
G

ate-piers 
T

he Statutory L
ist includes a set of stone-built gate piers. T

he gate-piers are built 
of ashlar sandstone are situated at the entrance to the m

ain lighthouse com
plex 

and form
 part of the group listing. T

hey stand to a height of 1.8m
 and have hew

n 
coping stones.   

19 
Sundial plinth 

A
 sundial plinth is situated to the south of B

uilding 12, the auxiliary engine 
room

s.  T
he plinth is m

ade of cast-iron w
ith fluted sides to a height of 1.2m

.  T
he 

sundial is m
issing. T

his style of plinth is a typical N
L

B
 feature and a sim

ilar one is 
recorded on the Isle of M

ay. 
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R
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C
O

N
T

E
N
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O
L

D
E

R
 1

Shot 
D

escription 
F

rom
 

C
onditions 

1 
W

est block, east-facing elevation 
E

 
D

ull 
2 

W
est block, curtain w

all and lighthouse base 
E

 
D

ull 
3-5 

L
ighthouse, east-facing elevation 

E
 

D
ull 

6-7 
E

ast B
lock, and curtain w

all, east-facing elevation 
E

 
D

ull 
8 

E
ast B

lock, east-facing elevation  
E

 
D

ull 
9 

E
ast B

lock, north-facing elevation (gable) 
N

 
D

ull 
10 

T
errace on w

est side of the lighthouse and steps railing 
S 

D
ull 

11 
L

ooking dow
n the steps from

 the terrace to ground level 
N

 
D

ull 
12-14 

W
est block, south-facing elevation, (gable) 

S 
D

ull 
15-17 

South boundary w
all and gable of the old garages 

S 
D

ull 
18 

R
adar 2, w

est-facing elevation blast w
all 

W
 

D
ull 

19 
R

adar 2, south-facing elevation, w
indow

 opening 
S 

D
ull 

20 
R

adar 2, south-facing elevation and plinth for radar tow
er 

S 
D

ull 
21-22 

R
adar 2, w

est-facing elevation and steel m
ast  

W
 

Fair 
23-24 

R
adar 2, north-facing elevation and boundary w

all 
N

 
Fair 

25 
N

L
B

 auxiliary engine and electrical sw
itch-gear room

 
W

 
Fair 

26 
E

ast block, w
est-facing elevation, general shot 

W
 

Fair 
27 

O
ccasional keepers house, east-facing elevation 

E
 

Fair 
28-29 

E
ngine house, east-facing elevation 

E
 

Fair 
30-31 

G
uest house, east-facing elevation, w

indow
 details 

E
 

Fair 
32 

G
uest house, north gable 

N
 

Fair 
33 

G
uest house, w

est-facing elevation 
N

W
 

Fair 
34 

G
uest house, w

est-facing elevation, oblique view
 

N
W

 
Fair 

35 
G

uest house, w
est-facing elevation, w

indow
 details 

W
 

Fair 
36 

E
ngine house south and w

est-facing elevations, oblique 
SW

 
Fair 

37 
O

ccasional keeper’s house, w
est-facing elevation 

W
 

Fair 
38 

O
ccasional keepers house, south-facing elevation toilet block 

S 
Fair 

39 
Fuel tanks and south boundary w

all 
N

 
Fair 

40 
South boundary w

all, general detail 
N

 
Fair 

41-42 
R

adar 2, south-facing internal w
all, rubble built boundary w

all and concrete 
gable 

S 
N

/a 

43 
R

adar 2, south-facing gable, internal east and w
est w

alls and roof 
S 

N
/a 

44-47 
R

adar 2, internal w
est-facing elevation, im

pression of boarded w
indow

 in the 
shuttered concrete 

E
 

N
/a 

48 
R

adar 2, internal east-facing elevation, w
ith alcove and w

ood rem
ains 

adhering to the shuttered concrete 
E

 
N

/a 

49 
R

adar 2, blast w
all w

ith recess show
ing the position of aerial tow

er tim
bers at 

an oblique angle 
E

 
Fair 

50 
R

adar 2, east-facing elevation of the blast w
all  

N
 

Fair 
51 

R
adar 2, ghost position of tim

ber aerial post above m
ain door 

W
 

Fair 
52-53 

R
adar 2, dais and w

ooden surround, possible stove plinth? 
E

 
N

/a 
54 

R
adar 2, roofing felt (rem

ains of) adhering to the shuttered concrete roof  
S 

N
/a 

55 
R

adar 2, m
ain entrance and flanking w

alls 
E

 
N

/a 
56-57 

R
adar 2, w

est-facing elevation, blast w
all 

W
 

Fair 
58 

R
adar 2, w

est-facing elevation of the blast w
all crossing an aerial tow

er plinth 
W

 
Fair 

59 
R

adar 2, looking betw
een the blast w

all and doorw
ay 

N
 

Fair 
60 

O
ne of tw

o iron air receiver tank on the w
est side of the foghorn tow

er 
S 

Fair 
61-62 

A
 pair of iron air receiver tanks on the w

est side of the foghorn tow
er 

S 
Fair 

63-65 
Foghorn tow

er, south elevation, general shots 
N

 
Fair 

66-67 
L

ighthouse, east-facing elevation  
N

E
 

Fair 
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Shot 
D

escription 
F

rom
 

C
onditions 

68 
R

adar 1, interior shot of the south, w
est and east w

alls 
S 

N
/a 

69 
R

adar 1, interior east-facing elevation, w
indow

 and concrete w
all 

E
 

N
/a 

70 
R

adar 1, interior shot of the w
alls and roof details 

S 
N

/a 
71 

R
adar 1, interior shot of the north-facing  gable, door and east w

indow
 

N
 

N
/a 

72 
R

adar 1, interior shot if the north-facing gable and east-facing w
indow

 
N

E
 

N
/a 

73 
R

adar 1, corrugated iron of the hut roof and central w
ooden post 

SE
 

N
/a 

74 
R

adar 1, corrugated iron of the hut roof and central w
ooden post 

W
 

N
/a 

75 
R

adar 1, alcove at the side of the door, and plank-built hut w
all 

N
 

N
/a 

76-77 
R

adar 1, general shot of the plank-built hut door 
W

 
N

/a 
78 

R
adar 1, general shot of the doorw

ay and plank-built door 
N

 
N

/a 
79 

W
est block, R

oom
 1, vaulted cellar, east-facing elevation 

E
 

Flash 
80 

W
est block, R

oom
 2, w

est-facing elevation and vaulted ceiling 
W

 
Flash 

81 
W

est block, R
oom

 2, door leading to R
oom

 3 
N

 
Flash 

82 
W

est block, R
oom

 2, doorw
ay leading to R

oom
 1 

E
 

Flash 
83 

W
est block, R

oom
 3, stairw

ay and banister 
N

 
Flash 

84 
W

est block, R
oom

 3, looking up the staircase 
W

 
Flash 

85 
W

est block, R
oom

 3, door leading to R
oom

 2 
S 

Flash 
86 

W
est block, R

oom
 3, cupboard at the w

est end of the room
 

E
 

Flash 
87 

W
est block, R

oom
 4, vaulted cellar, boiler room

 
W

 
Flash 

88 
O

ccasional keepers block, R
oom

 12, sm
ithy, internal east-facing elevation 

E
 

Flash 
89 

O
ccasional keepers block, R

oom
 12, sm

ithy, internal north-facing elevation, 
cupboard under the staircase 

N
 

Flash 

90 
O

ccasional keepers block, R
oom

 12, sm
ithy, internal w

est-facing elevation, 
doorw

ay 
W

 
Flash 

91 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 11, byre, internal east-facing elevation 
E

 
Flash 

92 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 11, byre floor setts 
E

 
Flash 

93 
E

ast block, R
oom

 8, R
SPB

 stores, w
est-facing internal partition w

all and door 
to R

oom
 6 

E
 

Flash 

94 
E

ast block, R
oom

 8, R
SPB

 stores, south-facing elevation 
S 

Flash 
95 

E
ast block, R

oom
 8, R

SPB
 stores, east-facing internal w

all and door yard 
areas 

E
 

Flash 

96 
E

ast block, R
oom

 8, R
SPB

 stores, chute feature in the vaulted ceiling 
S 

Flash 
97 

E
ast block, R

oom
 7, R

SPB
 stores, w

est-facing w
all and clutter 

W
 

Flash 
98 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, staircase leading to R

oom
s 37-38 

W
 

Flash 
99 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, blocked w

indow
 above stair 

E
 

Flash 
100 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 40 bothy, fireplace on south-facing 

elevation
S 

Flash 

101 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, electric cooker on south-facing w
all 

S 
Flash 

102 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, m
ain entrance and form

ica table 
N

 
Flash 

103 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, north-facing w
all w

ith form
ica table 

and tw
o chairs 

N
 

Flash 

104 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, ladder at the end of the bunk beds 
E

 
Flash 

105 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 39, cracks in the south-facing w
all 

S 
Flash 

106 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 39, w
est-facing w

indow
 

W
 

Flash 
107 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 39, decay on north-facing w

all 
N

E
 

Flash 
108 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 39, decay on the east-facing w

all 
E

 
Flash 

109 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 39, w
est-facing w

indow
, distance shot 

W
 

Flash 
110 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 39, rectangular chute in the floor- leads to 

room
 11 below

 
N

/a 
Flash 

111 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, general shot of the bunks and 
fireplace 

SE
 

Flash 

112 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 10, toilet interior 
W

 
Flash 

113 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 10, toilet interior, north w
all 

W
 

Flash 
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Shot 
D

escription 
F

rom
 

C
onditions 

114 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 10, toilet interior 
W

 
Flash 

115-116 
E

ngine room
, R

oom
 13, com

pressed air receiver tanks on the south-facing 
interior w

all.  
S 

Flash 

117 
E

ngine room
, R

oom
 13, com

pressed air receiver tank and m
ain shut-off valve 

E
 

Flash 
118 

E
ngine room

, R
oom

 13, com
pressed air receiver tank and m

ain entrance and 
flanking sash-and-case w

indow
 

W
 

Flash 

119 
E

ngine room
, R

oom
 13, interior detail of the south-east corner of the room

 
W

 
Flash 

120 
E

ngine room
, R

oom
 13, K

elvin diesel engine N
o.1, east side 

E
 

Flash 
121 

E
ngine room

, R
oom

 13, com
pressor on the north side of K

elvin diesel N
o 1 

N
 

Flash 
122 

E
ngine room

, R
oom

 13, brass engine plate on engine N
o 1 

W
 

Flash 
123 

E
ngine room

, R
oom

 13,K
elvin engines N

os. 1-3, south end 
S 

Flash 
124 

E
ngine room

, R
oom

 13, starter m
otor batteries on the w

est side of engine N
o 

2. 
N

W
 

Flash 

125 
E

ngine room
, R

oom
 13, flyw

heel on engine N
o 2 

W
 

Flash 
126 

E
ngine room

, R
oom

 13, Siem
ens battery charger, m

ounted on east-facing w
all 

E
 

Flash 
127 

E
ngine room

, R
oom

 13,looking south on engines N
os. 1-3  

N
 

Flash 
128 

E
ngine room

, R
oom

 13, ornate ceram
ic tiles 

N
 

Flash 
129 

E
ngine room

, R
oom

 13, diesel pow
ered L

ister battery charger in the south-
w

est corner of the room
 

N
E

 
Flash 

130 
E

ngine room
, R

oom
 13, battery storage cupboard on the south w

all 
N

 
Flash 

131-132 
E

ngine room
, R

oom
 13, exhaust silencer and suspended outlet pipe from

 
engine N

o 2  
N

 
Flash 

133 
E

ngine room
, R

oom
 13, green-painted com

pressed air line 
N

 
Flash 

134 
E

ngine room
, R

oom
 13, com

pressed air m
ain shut-off valve 

E
 

Flash 
135-136 

O
il store, R

oom
 14, fuel storage tanks 

S 
Flash 

137 
O

il store, R
oom

 14, fuel storage tank on stanchion 
W

 
Flash 

138-139 
O

il store, R
oom

 14, fuel storage tanks, general shot 
E

 
Flash 

140 
O

il store, R
oom

 14, fuel storage tank on w
est-facing w

all 
W

 
Flash 

141 
E

ngine R
oom

 stores, R
oom

 15, door to room
 17 

S 
Flash 

142 
E

ngine R
oom

 stores, R
oom

 15, storage shelves on the w
est-facing w

all 
W

 
Flash 

143 
E

ngine R
oom

 stores, R
oom

 16, storage and shelving above m
ain door 

N
 

Flash 
144-146 

E
ngine R

oom
 stores, R

oom
 16, blocked w

indow
 on the east-facing w

all 
E

 
Flash 

147 
E

ngine R
oom

 sw
itch gear room

, pine cupboard and storage bins 
W

 
Flash 

148 
E

ngine R
oom

 sw
itch gear room

, pine cupboard and storage bin interiors 
W

 
Flash 

149 
W

est block, R
oom

 27 bedroom
, E

ast facing w
all 

E
 

Flash 
150 

W
est block, R

oom
 28 living room

, w
est facing w

all and kitchen entrance 
W

 
Flash 

151 
W

est block, R
oom

 29 kitchen, w
est facing w

all, w
ork-tops 

W
 

Flash 
152-153 

W
est block, R

oom
 30 box bedroom

, w
est facing w

indow
 

W
 

Flash 
154 

W
est block, R

oom
 27 bedroom

, east facing w
all and door 

E
 

Flash 
155 

W
est block, R

oom
 30 sm

all cupboard at the south end of the hall 
N

 
Flash 

156 
W

est block, R
oom

 32 bedroom
, south-facing w

all 
S 

Flash 
157 

W
est block, R

oom
 32 bedroom

, w
est facing w

all and door 
W

 
Flash 

158 
W

est block, R
oom

 32 bedroom
,  east-facing w

all 
E

 
Flash 

159 
W

est block, hallw
ay looking south 

N
 

Flash 
160 

W
est block, R

oom
 27 bedroom

, south- facing w
all 

S 
Flash 

161 
W

est block, exterior east facing elevation, general shot 
E

 
Sunny 

162 
W

est block and curtain w
all, east-facing elevation 

E
 

Sunny 
163 

L
ighthouse, east-facing elevation 

E
 

Sunny 
164 

E
ast block, east-facing elevation, general shot of kitchen 

E
 

Sunny 
165-166 

E
ast block, south-facing external w

all 
E

 
Sunny 

167-168 
E

ast-facing terrace w
all and railings 

E
 

Sunny 
169-171 

Stairs leading from
 the terrace to ground floor level 

N
 

Sunny 
172 

W
est block, external south-facing w

all 
S 

Sunny 
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Shot 
D

escription 
F

rom
 

C
onditions 

173 
South boundary w

all, garage gable and O
S trig-point 

S 
Sunny 

174 
R

adar 2, w
est-facing elevation and blast w

all 
W

 
Sunny 

175 
R

adar 2, south-facing w
all and w

indow
 opening 

S 
Sunny 

176-177 
R

adar 2, east facing w
all, gable  

E
 

Sunny 
178 

South boundary w
all, east end and gate 

N
E

 
Sunny 

179 
N

L
B

 auxiliary engine house 
W

 
Sunny 

180 
E

ast block, w
est-facing elevation 

W
 

Sunny 
181-182 

C
urtain w

all betw
een E

ast and W
est B

locks  
W

 
Sunny 

183-184 
L

ocal assistant keepers fuel store entrance, R
oom

 9 
E

 
Sunny 

185 
E

ast block, w
est-facing elevation, general shot 

W
 

Sunny 
186 

N
L

B
 auxiliary engine house 

W
 

D
ull 

187-188 
E

ngine room
 fuel store entrance  

E
 

Sunny 
189 

G
uest house and gable w

all 
N

E
 

Sunny 
190-192 

G
uest house block at rear, w

est-facing elevation 
W

 
Sunny 

193 
E

ngine room
, w

est-facing elevation, w
indow

 detail 
W

 
Sunny 

194 
E

ngine room
, south gable and passage  

SW
 

Sunny 
195-197 

L
ocal assistants accom

m
odation block, w

est-facing elevation 
W

 
Sunny 

198 
L

ocal assistants accom
m

odation block, south elevation fuel store annex  
S 

D
ull 

199-200 
G

arage w
alls, w

est-facing elevation and fuel storage tanks 
W

 
D

ull 
201 

Southern enclosure boundary w
all, distance shot 

N
 

Sunny 
202 

R
adar 2, w

est-facing interior elevation, w
indow

 im
pression 

W
 

Flash 
203-204 

R
adar 2, east-facing interior elevation, tim

ber gladded w
alls 

E
 

Flash 
205 

R
adar 2, w

est-facing elevation and drystone boundary w
all junction show

ing 
differences in fabric 

S 
Flash 

206 
R

adar 2, looking upw
ards on the roof interior, show

ing roofing felt (rem
ains 

of) 
N

/a 
Flash 

207 
R

adar 2, w
est-facing exterior blast w

all running over a concrete tim
ber 

stanchion plinth 
W

 
B

right 

208 
R

adar 2, looking betw
een the blast w

all and m
ain entrance 

N
 

B
right 

209-210 
R

adar 1, south-facing elevation show
ing blocked opening 

S 
B

right 
211 

R
adar 1, south side of building show

ing concrete stanchion plinth 
S 

B
right 

212-213 
R

adar 1, w
est-facing elevation, general shot 

W
 

B
right 

214-215 
R

adar 1, north-facing elevation, (in shadow
) 

N
 

Sunny 
216 

R
adar 1, east-facing elevation, blast w

all 
N

E
 

Sunny 
217-218 

R
adar 1, south-east corner of the gable and blast w

all 
SE

 
Sunny 

219-220 
Foghorn tow

er, general shots 
S 

Sunny 
221 

Foghorn tow
er and com

pressed air holding tank 
S 

Sunny 
222-223 

R
adar 1, interior shot of the south-facing elevation 

S 
Flash 

224 
R

adar 1, interior shot of the w
est-facing elevation 

SW
 

Flash 
225 

R
adar 1, interior shot of the north-facing elevation 

S 
Flash 

226 
R

adar 1, corrugated iron roof rem
ains 

N
/a 

Flash 
227 

R
adar 1, tim

ber shed rem
ains, interior north-facing elevation 

N
 

Flash 
228 

R
adar 1, east-facing elevation, plank-built door detail 

N
E

 
Flash 

229-230 
W

est block, R
oom

 1, W
est facing interior w

all and vaulted ceiling 
W

 
Flash 

231 
W

est block, R
oom

 1, south-facing w
all 

S 
Flash 

232 
W

est block, R
oom

 1, north-facing interior w
all 

N
 

Flash 
233-234 

W
est block, R

oom
 1, east-facing interior w

all, door and w
indow

 
E

 
Flash 

235-236 
W

est block, R
oom

 2 south-facing interior w
all show

ing fallen plaster 
S 

Flash 
237 

W
est block, R

oom
 2, partition w

all betw
een R

oom
 2 and 1 

E
 

Flash 
238 

W
est block, R

oom
 3 stair w

ell and blind w
indow

 
N

 
Flash 

239-240 
W

est block, staircase below
 R

oom
 30 

W
 

Flash 
241 

W
est block, R

oom
 4, derelict boiler room

 
W

 
Flash 

242 
W

est block, R
oom

 4, derelict boiler room
 

N
E

 
Flash 
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Shot 
D

escription 
F

rom
 

C
onditions 

243 
W

est block, R
oom

 4, derelict boiler room
, entrance 

E
 

Flash 
244 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 12, hearth and bellow

s 
S 

Flash 
245 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 12, w

est-facing elevation, plank-built 
door  

W
 

Flash 

246 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 12, north-facing elevation and door 
below

 stairs 
N

 
Flash 

247 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 12, east-facing elevation, w
indow

 detail 
E

 
Flash 

248 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, cupboard below
 staircase 

N
 

Flash 
249 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 12, door fram

e, entrance to cupboard 
below

 the staircase 
N

 
Flash 

250 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 11, south-facing elevation 
S 

Flash 
251 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 11, north-facing elevation 

N
 

Flash 
252 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 11, byre floor, setts 

E
 

Flash 
253 

E
ast B

lock, R
oom

 8, east-facing elevation, door and w
indow

 
E

 
Flash 

254 
E

ast B
lock, R

oom
 5, boiler room

, w
all detail 

W
 

Flash 
255 

E
ast B

lock, R
oom

 5, boiler room
, boiler on south-facing elevation 

S 
Flash 

256-257 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, stairs to R
oom

s 37 and 38 
E

 
Flash 

258 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, bunk beds 
E

 
Flash 

259 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, bunks and fireplace 
SE

 
Flash 

260 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, fireplace 
S 

Flash 
261 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 40, w

est-facing elevation w
indow

 and 
sink detail 

W
 

Flash 

262 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, bunk beds 
E

 
Flash 

263 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, door to landing 
N

 
Flash 

264-265 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, north-facing elevation and w
ardrobe 

N
 

Flash 
266 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 40, north-east corner and door to landing 

SW
 

Flash 
267 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 40, bunk beds 

N
E

 
Flash 

268 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, w
indow

 and door to landing 
N

W
 

Flash 
269-270 

E
ngine H

ouse, cream
-painted iron tanks for holding com

pressed air 
SE

 
Flash 

271 
E

ngine H
ouse, m

akers-plate on com
pressed-air tanks Jam

es D
ove, 

C
ontracting E

ngineers, E
dinburgh 1906

S 
Flash 

272 
E

ngine R
oom

, com
pressed air tank for N

o 3 engine 
SW

 
Flash 

273 
E

ngine R
oom

, w
est-facing elevation, general shot 

W
 

Flash 
274 

E
ngine R

oom
, one of three K

elvin diesel engine 
W

 
Flash 

275 
E

ngine R
oom

, shut of valve on the diesel com
pressor 

N
 

Flash 
276 

E
ngine R

oom
, K

elvin diesel N
o 1, general shot 

W
 

Flash 
277 

E
ngine R

oom
, K

elvin diesel N
o 1, general shot 

SW
 

Flash 
278 

E
ngine R

oom
, K

elvin diesel N
o 2, flyw

heel detail  
W

 
Flash 

279 
E

ngine R
oom

, K
elvin diesel N

o 2, com
pressor detail 

W
 

Flash 
280 

E
ngine R

oom
, east-facing elevation, w

all tiles to dado height 
E

 
Flash 

281 
E

ngine R
oom

, general interior view
 

N
 

Flash 
282 

E
ngine R

oom
, ornate floor tiles, general view

 
W

 
Flash 

283 
E

ngine R
oom

, m
ain shut-off valve to air tanks 

E
 

Flash 
284 

E
ngine R

oom
, aerial air pipes above diesel engines 

N
W

 
Flash 

285 
E

ngine R
oom

, aerial air pipes above diesel engines 
N

W
 

Flash 
286 

O
il Store, m

ain double-leafed doorw
ay to E

ngine R
oom

 
N

 
Flash 

287 
O

il Store, fuel tank on iron stanchion  
W

 
Flash 

288 
O

il Store, double-leafed doorw
ay to E

ngine R
oom

 
N

 
Flash 

289 
E

ngine R
oom

, w
orkshop, R

oom
 15, w

orkbench on the w
est-facing elevation 

W
 

Flash 
290 

E
ngine R

oom
, w

orkshop, R
oom

 16 stores doorw
ay 

E
 

Flash 
291 

E
ngine R

oom
, w

orkshop, R
oom

 16 storage bins on north-facing elevation 
N

 
Flash 

292 
E

ngine R
oom

, w
orkshop, R

oom
 16 w

indow
 fram

e detail 
N

 
Flash 

293 
E

ngine R
oom

, w
orkshop, R

oom
 16 stores boiler on south-facing elevation 

S 
Flash 
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Shot 
D

escription 
F

rom
 

C
onditions 

294 
E

ngine R
oom

,  R
oom

 17, electrical sw
itch gear on south-facing elevation 

S 
Flash 

295 
E

ngine R
oom

, R
oom

 17 doorw
ay and gasket board 

N
 

Flash 
296 

E
ngine R

oom
, R

oom
 17, w

indow
 and sm

all table below
 

E
 

Flash 
297 

E
ngine R

oom
,  R

oom
 17, electrical sw

itch gear on south-facing elevation, 
detailed shot 

S 
Flash 

298 
W

est block, R
oom

 26, bathroom
, general shot 

SW
 

Flash 
299 

W
est block, R

oom
 26, bathroom

, toilet and w
ash-hand basin 

W
 

Flash 
300 

W
est block, R

oom
 26, bathroom

 w
indow

  
W

 
F

lash 
301 

W
est block, R

oom
 26, bathroom

 door 
N

E
 

Flash 
302 

W
est block, R

oom
 28, living room

 fireplace 
N

 
Flash 

303 
W

est block, R
oom

 28, living room
 cupboard and door to hall 

E
 

Flash 
304 

W
est block, R

oom
 29, kitchen and pantry 

E
 

Flash 
305 

W
est block, R

oom
 29, kitchen w

indow
 (dark failed shot) 

W
 

Flash 
306 

W
est block, R

oom
 29, kitchen w

orktops 
N

 
Flash 

307 
W

est block, R
oom

 29, kitchen, door to living room
 

E
 

Flash 
308 

W
est block, R

oom
 30, box-room

 
N

E
 

Flash 
309-310 

W
est block, R

oom
 31, cupboard door 

N
 

Flash 
311 

W
est block, R

oom
 32, bedroom

, w
indow

 on north-facing elevation 
N

 
Flash 

312 
W

est block, general shot dow
n the hall 

N
 

Flash 
313 

W
est block, R

oom
 27, bedroom

, south-facing w
all 

S 
Flash 

314 
W

est block R
oom

 27, w
est facing elevation and door detail 

W
 

Flash 
315 

W
est block R

oom
 27, north-facing elevation 

N
 

Flash 

C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S O

F
 F

O
L

D
E

R
 2

Shot 
D

escription 
F

rom
 

C
onditions 

316 
W

est block R
oom

 27, w
est-facing elevation 

W
 

Flash 
317 

E
ast block, R

SPB
 office bathroom

 
W

 
Flash 

318 
E

ast block, R
SPB

 office bathroom
, w

indow
 and w

.h.basin 
W

 
Flash 

319 
E

ast block, R
SPB

 office bathroom
 toilet and w

all 
SW

 
Flash 

320 
E

ast block, R
SPB

 office bathroom
 door 

E
 

Flash 
321-322 

E
ast block, R

SPB
 office hallw

ay 
S 

Flash 
323 

E
ast block, R

SPB
 office hallw

ay cupboard 
S 

Flash 
234 

E
ast block, R

SPB
 R

oom
 37 

W
 

Flash 
235 

E
ast block, R

SPB
 R

oom
 37 interior w

alls and cornice 
W

 
Flash 

236 
E

ast block, R
SPB

 R
oom

 37 interior w
alls and doorw

ay 
E

 
Flash 

237-238 
E

ast block, R
SPB

 R
oom

 37 interior, cornice detail 
N

 
Flash 

329 
E

ast block, R
SPB

 R
oom

 35 interior detail 
W

 
Flash 

330 
E

ast block, R
SPB

 R
oom

 35 south-facing elevation, general shot 
S 

Flash 
331 

E
ast block, R

SPB
 R

oom
 35 north-facing elevation, general shot of w

indow
 

and w
alls 

N
E

 
Flash 

332-334 
E

ast block, R
SPB

 R
oom

 36 kitchen w
indow

 on w
est-facing elevation 

W
 

D
ull 

335 
E

ast block, R
SPB

 R
oom

 36  north-facing elevation, cupboard 
N

 
D

ull 
336 

E
ast block, R

SPB
 R

oom
 36 south-facing elevation, kitchen w

orktops 
S 

D
ull 

337 
E

ast block, R
SP

B
 R

oom
 36, door to R

oom
 35 

E
 

D
ull 

338 
E

ast block, R
SP

B
 R

oom
 36 sm

all cupboard, form
er pantry 

N
 

D
ull 

339-340 
U

nderground w
ater tank, toilet block entrance 

W
 

D
ull 

341 
U

nderground w
ater tank, toilet block entrance 

W
 

D
ull 

342-343 
U

nderground w
ater tank, toilet block, distance shot 

W
 

D
ull 

344 
U

nderground w
ater tank, toilet block distance shot 

S 
D

ull 
345 

Seascape w
ith cliffs, looking w

est from
 toilet block 

E
 

D
ull 

346 
C

om
pass H

ill looking from
 toilet block to the north 

S 
D

ull 
347 

C
oncrete building w

ith later addition on east side 
S 

Fair 
348 

C
oncrete building w

ith later addition on east side 
SE

 
Fair 
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Shot 
D

escription 
F

rom
 

C
onditions 

349 
C

oncrete building w
ith later addition on east side 

N
 

Fair 
350 

C
om

pass H
ill taken from

 concrete building, looking north 
S 

Sunny 
351-352 

C
om

pass H
ill taken from

 the field to the north of the com
plex 

S 
Sunny 

353 
Seascape w

ith cliffs, to the w
est of C

om
pass H

ill 
S 

Sunny 
354-355 

L
ighthouse com

plex looking southw
ards 

N
 

Sunny 
356 

Sum
 burgh H

ead H
illfort ram

parts seen below
 the drystone boundary w

all. 
E

 
Sunny 

357 
Seascape to w

est of C
om

pass H
ill taken from

 northern boundary w
all 

SE
 

Sunny 
358-359 

L
ighthouse seen from

 the northern boundary 
N

 
Sunny 

360 
Interior of a ruined building at the north end of the site 

W
 

Sunny 
361 

D
istance shot of ruined building at the north end of the site 

N
 

Sunny 
362 

W
W

2 concrete building and m
odern annex, general shot 

SE
 

Sunny 
363 

L
ighthouse interior, looking up the stair 

N
/a 

Flash 
364 

L
ighthouse interior, staircase balustrade and hand rail 

N
/a 

Flash 
365 

L
ighthouse interior, staircase to lam

p room
 

N
/a 

Flash 
366 

L
ighthouse interior, ocular w

indow
 on m

ain w
all 

N
/a 

Flash 
367 

L
ighthouse interior, drive m

otor for lam
p reflectors 

N
/a 

Flash 
368-369 

L
ighthouse interior, brass plate on m

otor casing 
N

/a 
Flash 

370 
L

ighthouse interior, gim
bol at the base of the reflector 

N
/a 

Flash 
371 

L
ighthouse interior, gam

bol and lam
p reflectors 

N
/a 

Flash 
372 

L
ighthouse interior, lam

p reflectors, close up 
N

/a 
Flash 

373-374 
L

ighthouse interior, lam
p reflector and 250w

 bulb 
N

/a 
Flash 

375 
L

ighthouse interior, glass and steel dom
e 

N
/a 

Flash 
376-378 

L
ighthouse interior, reflector, assorted angles 

N
/a 

Flash 
379 

L
ighthouse interior, w

ood paneling on lam
p room

 w
alls 

N
/a 

Flash 
380-382 

L
ighthouse interior, balustrades on stairs 

N
/a 

Flash 
383-384 

L
ighthouse interior, spiral staircase from

 ground floor 
N

/a 
Flash 

385-386 
A

uxiliary engine room
 interior of N

L
B

  
W

 
Flash 

387-388 
G

uest house, R
oom

 22, bedroom
, general shot 

SW
 

Flash 
389 

G
uest house, R

oom
 22, bedroom

 door 
E

 
Flash 

390 
G

uest house, R
oom

 24 hallw
ay, general shot 

E
 

Flash 
391 

G
uest house, R

oom
 25, bathroom

 looking dow
n the hall 

W
 

Flash 
392 

G
uest house, R

oom
 20, bedroom

 
W

 
Flash 

393 
G

uest house, R
oom

 20, bedroom
 

N
 

Flash 
394 

G
uest house, R

oom
 20, bedroom

 
S 

Flash 
395 

G
uest house, R

oom
 18, boxroom

 
E

 
Flash 

C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S O

F
 F

O
L

D
E

R
 3

Shot 
D

escription 
F

rom
 

C
onditions 

396 
G

uest house, R
oom

 18, boxroom
 

W
 

Flash 
397 

G
uest house, R

oom
 18, boxroom

 
W

 
Flash 

398 
G

uest house, R
oom

 21, living room
 

W
 

Flash 
399-400 

G
uest house, R

oom
 21, living room

 
SW

 
Flash 

401 
G

uest house, R
oom

 19, kitchen 
W

 
Flash 

402-403 
G

uest house, R
oom

 19, kitchen 
E

 
Flash 

404 
G

uest house, back porch off the kitchen 
E

 
Flash 

405 
G

uest H
ouse, front porch floor tiles (sam

e as E
ngine R

oom
) 

E
 

Flash 
406-407 

R
adar 1 looking dow

n from
 the foghorn tow

er 
N

 
D

ull 
408 

L
ighthouse looking dow

n from
 foghorn tow

er 
N

 
D

ull 
409 

L
ighthouse looking dow

n from
 foghorn tow

er 
N

E
 

D
ull 

410 
E

ast block looking dow
n from

 foghorn tow
er 

E
 

D
ull 

411 
E

ast block looking dow
n from

 foghorn tow
er, detail 

E
 

D
ull 

412 
C

liffs looking south from
 foghorn tow

er 
N

 
D

ull 
413 

R
adar 1, looking south from

 foghorn tow
er 

N
 

D
ull 
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Shot 
D

escription 
F

rom
 

C
onditions 

414 
L

ooking northw
ards from

 the foghorn tow
er 

S 
D

ull 
415-417 

G
eneral shot of C

om
pass H

ill 
S 

D
ull 

418-419 
R

am
part area and fenced-off area 

W
 

D
ull 

420 
L

ooking upslope from
 ram

part area tow
ards the lighthouse 

N
 

D
ull 

421-422 
W

W
2 concrete footings in ram

part area 
E

 
D

ull 
423 

W
W

2 brick-built w
ater-tank by roadside leading to lighthouse 

N
 

D
ull 

424 
W

W
2 brick-built w

ater-tank by roadside leading to lighthouse (blurred shot) 
N

 
D

ull 
424-425 

W
W

2 brick-built w
ater-tank by roadside leading to lighthouse  

N
 

D
ull 

426 
L

ooking north-east over ram
part area 

SW
 

D
ull 

427-428 
L

ooking north-east along the boundary w
all that crosses the ram

part 
SW

 
D

ull 
429-430 

Stone gate piers at the entrance to the com
plex 

S 
D

ull 
431-433 

Sundial plinth, general shots 
E

 
D

ull 
434 

L
ooking up tow

ards foghorn tow
er from

 trackw
ay 

N
W

 
D

ull 
435 

G
uest house, w

est-facing elevation, long and short dressings 
N

W
 

D
ull 

436-440 
D

istance shots looking southw
ards on the lighthouse, from

 track leasing to the 
site

N
 

D
ull 

C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S O

F
 F

O
L

D
E

R
 4

Shot 
D

escription 
F

rom
 

C
onditions 

441 
E

ast block, R
oom

 5, boiler room
  

W
 

Flash 
442 

E
ast block, R

oom
 5 north interior w

all (part of) 
N

W
 

Flash 
443 

E
ast block, R

oom
 5, plank-built door 

E
 

Flash 
444 

E
ast block R

oom
 8, R

SPB
 stores 

W
 

Flash 
445 

D
isused garages, north-facing elevation 

N
 

Flash 
446-447 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 9, fuel store w

all 
N

 
Flash 

448 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 9, east-facing w
all 

E
 

Flash 
449-450 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 40, bunk beds 

E
 

Flash 
451 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 40, pot cupboard 

SE
 

Flash 
452-453 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 40, fireplace 

S 
Flash 

454-455 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, close up on pots 
SE

 
Flash 

456-457 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, fireplace 
S 

Flash 
458 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 40, w

indow
 on east w

all 
W

 
Flash 

459 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, m
at in front of sink 

W
 

Flash 
460 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 40, door to landing 

N
 

Flash 
461 

L
ocal assistant keepers block, R

oom
 40, form

ica table 
N

 
Flash 

462 
L

ocal assistant keepers block, R
oom

 40, lam
p shade and bedding 

E
 

Flash 
463 

E
ngine R

oom
, K

elvin diesel engine nam
e plate 

W
 

Flash 
464 

E
ngine R

oom
, A

ir com
pressor nam

e plate ‘A
lley &

 M
aclellan C

om
pressor’ 

W
 

Flash 
465-467 

E
ngine room

, nam
e plate on w

all m
ounted battery charger 

N
 

Flash 
468-469 

E
ngine R

oom
, patent badge on w

all m
ounted battery charger 

N
 

Flash 
470 

E
ngine R

oom
, m

akers badge on L
ister battery charger 

N
 

Flash 
471-472  

E
ngine R

oom
, R

oom
 17, east-facing sash-and-case w

indow
 

E
 

Flash 
473 

E
ngine R

oom
, R

oom
 17, electrical sw

itch gear on south-facing elevation 
S 

Flash 
474-475 

E
ngine R

oom
, R

oom
 17, pine cupboard and storage bins 

W
 

Flash 
475  

E
ngine R

oom
, R

oom
 13, K

elvin diesel engines N
os. 1-3 

E
 

Flash 
476 

E
ngine R

oom
, R

oom
 13, m

iddle engine, N
o.2 

E
 

Flash 
478 

E
ngine R

oom
, R

oom
 13, m

iddle engine com
pressed air tank 

S 
Flash 

479 
E

ngine R
oom

, R
oom

 13, m
iddle engine com

pressed air tank, m
akers nam

e-
plate

S 
Flash 

480 
E

ngine R
oom

, R
oom

 13, N
o 3 engine com

pressed air tank w
ith shut-off valve 

SE
 

Flash 
481-482 

E
ngine R

oom
, R

oom
 13, E

ngines N
os. 1-3 

N
 

Flash 
483-484 

E
ngine R

oom
, R

oom
 13, ornate floor tiles 

W
 

Flash 
485 

E
ngine R

oom
, R

oom
 13, com

pressor detail 
N

 
Flash 
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Shot 
D

escription 
F

rom
 

C
onditions 

486 
E

ngine R
oom

, R
oom

 13, w
all m

ounted battery charger on w
est w

all. 
E

 
Flash 

487 
E

ngine R
oom

, R
oom

 13, charger and R
SPB

 server 
N

 
Flash 

488-489 
E

ngine R
oom

, R
oom

 13, engine details and com
pressor 

N
E

 
Flash 

35m
m

 SL
ID

E
 F

IL
M

Shot 
D

escription 
F

rom
 

C
onditions 

1-2 
L

ooking south on R
adar B

uildings 1 and 2 
N

 
Fair 

3 
W

est accom
m

odation block, east-facing elevation 
W

 
Fair 

4 
L

ighthouse, east-facing elevation, general shot 
E

 
Fair 

5 
E

ast accom
m

odation block, east-facing elevation 
E

 
Fair 

6 
R

adar building 1, north-facing gable 
N

 
Fair 

7 
R

adar building 1, w
est-facing elevation 

W
 

Fair 
8 

R
adar 1 building, south-facing elevation 

S 
Fair 

9 
R

adar building1, blast w
all 

S 
Fair 

10 
W

est accom
m

odation block, w
est-facing elevation 

W
 

Fair 
11-12 

Stores and assistants block, east-facing elevation 
E

 
Fair 

13-14 
E

ast accom
m

odation block, w
est-facing elevation 

W
 

Fair 
15-16 

E
ngine room

, north-facing gable 
N

 
Fair 

17-18 
E

ngine room
, oblique view

 
SE

 
Fair 

19-20 
W

est accom
m

odation block, oblique view
 

N
W

 
Fair 

21-22 
SA

T
 G

uest accom
m

odation and engine room
, oblique 

SE
 

Fair 
23-24 

SA
T

 G
uest accom

m
odation and engine room

, oblique 
N

E
 

Fair 
25-26 

Stores and accom
m

odation block, oblique  
N

W
 

Fair 
27-28 

Stores and accom
m

odation block, general shot 
W

 
Fair 

29-30 
R

adar building 2, south-facing gable 
S 

Fair 
31-32 

R
adar 2 building, east-facing elevation, oblique  

N
E

 
Fair 

33 
L

ighthouse, general character shot 
SE

 
Fair 



44

A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
 3: T

A
B

L
E

 O
F

 N
O

R
T

H
E

R
N

 L
IG

H
T

H
O

U
SE

 B
O

A
R

D
 P

L
A

N
S A

N
D

 
D

R
A

W
IN

G
S H

O
U

SE
D

 IN
 T

H
E

 N
M

R
S, E

D
IN

B
U

R
G

H
 

N
M

R
S A

rchive N
um

ber 
C

aption 
D

ate of O
riginal  

D
C

 9135 
Plan show

ing lighthouse site. 
1876 

D
C

 9136  
Sections show

ing lighthouse position 
1819 

D
C

 9137  
Plan 

1876 
D

C
 9138  

R
oof Plan. 

1876 
D

C
 9139 

Section through cliffs ad lighthouse 
1819 

D
C

 9140 
D

raw
ing of offices 

1876 
D

C
 9141  

D
raw

ing of store house.   
1876 

D
C

 9142  
E

levation of lighthouse.   
1819 

D
C

 9143  
Section of lighthouse.   

1819 
D

C
 9144  

E
levation of lighthouse.   

1819 
D

C
 9145 

D
etail of first class lantern.   

1876 
D

C
 9146  

Plan of parapet and elevation of lantern.   
1876 

D
C

 9147  
D

etail of dom
e and lantern.   

1876 
D

C
 9148 

Plan of engine room
.   

1904 
D

C
 9149 

Plan of fog signal.   
1904 

D
C

 9150  
E

levation of roof plan of engine room
.   

1904 
D

C
 9151  

D
etail of w

ater tank and horn house.   
1904 

D
C

 9152  
Plan and section of lighthouse table. 

1869 
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APPENDIX 4: NLB SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT, CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORTS 1901-1930 NLS 

Manuscript 
ID (NAS 
number) 

Manuscript Name  Date Date of event  Event  Description 

NLC/1/1 CNL Records* 1901 - 
1902 

  No mention 

NLC/1/8 CNL Records 1903-
1906 

1903 Letter Permission granted to the  lighthouse families to attend church - 12 trips per 
year  

   1904 Inspection Recommendation for the lighthouse to be whitewashed 
   1904 letter Secretary for Lighthouse (C Dick Peddie) agreed lighthouse should be 

whitewashed – “it might be left till the fog signal works now about to begin 
are completed” 

   14th Dec 1904 letter to building 
contractors for 
Sum burgh 
Head Fog 
Signal Builders

Invitation for  tenders for the erection of a dwelling house, engine room etc 
(etc in letter - not CJ abbreviation). Copies of the specifications and 
measurements may be obtained from Mr D A Stevenson, Engineer to the 
Commissioners 

   17th Jan 1905 letter/notice on 
acceptance of 
tenders. By 
Peddie. 

Mr Munroe of Wick tender accepted cost of £2,801 15 8.  

   26th Jan 1905 letter accepting 
tender 

   2nd Mar19 05   Munroe wants to start work immediately. A Mr Macbeth to inspect the 
works. 

   31/05/1905 report on 
tenders for fog 
signal 
machinery 

Mr J Dove and Coy of Edinburgh gave lowest tender. 

   09/06/1905 letter from 
lighthouse board 

Acceptance of Dove tender 

   15/11/1905 report on 
tenders for oil 
cisterns 

Oil tanks - Mr George Callam and Coy provide the lowest bid 

   11/11/1905 report on 
tenders for 
electric bells 

W Brydon and Son tender accepted. Noted that price increase due to new 
method of making them. 
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Manuscript 
ID (NAS 
number) 

Manuscript Name  Date Date of event  Event  Description 

      22/11/1905 letter from 
lighthouse board 

Both tenders accepted 

NLC/1/35 CNL Records 1909 - 
1912 

30/06/1909 report by 
committee on 
delay of 
completing 
building 
contract  

Building (Engine Room)  should have been built by April 1906. buildings 
were not completed until 30th September 1907 

   30/06/1909 statement of 
accounts for 
building work

Building works entailed the building of the fog signal and the general 
overhaul of station 

     Much correspondence on extra cost of the renovations - who is to blame etc. 
Mr Monroe states that the inspector prolonged work - another letter noted 
that it was in the inspector’s interest to prolong work as they are on a fixed 
term contract. 

   15/12/1911 letter Request from county of Zetland to fix the light from a fixed to a flashing 
one, as mariners take it to be the light of a vessel. 

xx xx   28th March 1912 letter from 
Stevenson 

Letter states that Sumburgh Head is an important lighthouse and the light 
should become a flashing one 

NLC/1/22 CNL Records 1906 - 
1909 

12-Feb-07 notice of fog 
signal 

Fog signal siren will start on 8th April 1907 

xx xx xx 20th March 1907   request for funding for third keeper and one principal and assistant keepers 
xx xx xx May-1907 Record John Howden and Co Ltd Ironmongers, 4 North Saint Andrew Street, 

Edinburgh. Sent up gun metal cocks (for pipes?). Other mention of iron 
mongering also. 

NLC/1/66 CNL Records 1915 - 
1918 

11-Nov-1916 xx Engineers report about the state to the engines - time of reaction etc. No 
specific type of engine is mentioned.

xx xx xx no date from lighthouse 
keeper 

Telegram saying urgent need for circulating water pump 

NLC/1/51 CNL Records 1912-
1915 

15/10/1913 TENDER Tender for new floor in the lighthouse,  “which should be strong enough to 
carry the weight of the new machinery” Revolving Carriage, Mercury float. 
Also lantern is old one at the station, and no safety rail. New rail and path  
for cleaning the lantern panes 

xx xx xx 6th September 1913 acceptance of 
tender

Mr Dove (same as above) accepted for works (1) Lightroom machines, 
revolving carriage, Mercury Float, New floor. (2) Cleaning path and rail



47

Manuscript 
ID (NAS 
number) 

Manuscript Name  Date Date of event  Event  Description 

xx xx xx 11-Mar 1913   order for triple flashing light similar to Maughold Head but with 3 mirror 
prisms less and 2 additional reflector prisms in centre face. 

xx xx xx 31st March 1914 tender accepted From Messrs Chance Brothers Limited for supply of the optical apparatus in 
connection with the improvement of the light  

xx xx xx 30-Mar-1914 notice Over the course of the summer the light will be altered from a fixed light to 
a flashing one 

xx xx xx Xx xx Light in tower changed by September 
xx xx xx 6th April 1914 letter tTnder accepted for Messrs Chance brothers to supply two incandescent 

burners 
NLC/1/85 CNL Records 1918-

1921 
13th June 1918 Letter  Naval lookout at Sumburgh Head. Request to get a telephone for the naval 

lookout. Telephone in keeper’s house but request for a separate one. Also 
request to move a small look-out hut to a position close to the light house 
keepers. Motion passed in subsequent letters. 

xx xx xx 8th Feb 1919   Look out hut now removed, telephone replaced into lighthouse. 
xx xx xx Xx letter Dwelling houses roofs repaired on 1921 (Feb) and other repairs.  
NLC/1/118 CNL Records xx Xx   No detail 
NLC/1/105 CNL Records 22 April 

121-24 
11-May 1921 Minutes Mr P Milne appointed inspector of works at Sumburgh Head 

xx xx xx 13-Jul 1921 xx Work completed on the roofs at Sumburgh Head 
NLC/1/ 142 xx 1930 - 33   xx No detail 
NLC/1/ 129 xx 1927 - 

1930 
  xx No detail 

* CNL Records = Records of the Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses 
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A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
 5:  H

IST
O

R
IC

 M
A

P
 R

E
G

R
E

SSIO
N

 A
N

A
L

Y
SIS 

C
hris D

yer, Shetland A
m

enity T
rust 

T
im

othy P
ont, H

enry H
ondius and Johann B

laeu (1592-1654) 

T
he ‘A

ncient Fort of Sw
enbrugh’, on Sum

burgh H
ead, at the southernm

ost tip of m
ainland Shetland, w

as first 
published by Johann B

laeu in the fifth volum
e of his A

tlas N
ovus, in A

m
sterdam

 in 1654. T
he fort is im

plied to be 
located on an oval prom

ontory area, linked to the m
ainland by a narrow

 causew
ay. T

he place nam
es of ‘Sw

enburgh 
H

ead’ and ‘Sw
enburgh’ are illustrated independently w

hilst the phrase ‘A
 violent T

yd or R
oost’ indicates the area to 

the south of Sum
burgh H

ead, m
arked on the contem

porary O
rdnance Survey as Sum

burgh R
oost.  

A
n interesting differentiation is m

ade in the text annotation betw
een the ancient ‘fort’ of Sum

burgh and the ancient 
‘brugh’ of M

ousa, illustrated a short distance to the north. T
he Sum

burgh H
ead feature has largely consistently been 

interpreted as a fort site, perhaps sim
ilar to the severely eroded site on the Scatness peninsula and the N

ess of B
urgi. 

N
evertheless, H

enry D
ryden’s late nineteenth century reference to a broch on the site of the present lighthouse m

ay 
be used as the site that inspired ‘Sum

burgh’. H
ow

ever, a fort m
ay equally have influenced the place nam

e, derived 
from

 the N
orse w

ord ‘borg’, m
eaning ‘strong place’ or ‘fortification’. 

B
laeu’s

A
tlas N

ovus represented the first com
prehensive atlas of S

cotland and com
prised 49 engraved m

aps together 
w

ith 154 pages of regional descriptions w
ritten in L

atin. Its publication w
as the culm

ination of over 70 years of 
cartographic and editorial activity by a dispersed netw

ork of individuals in Scotland and the L
ow

 C
ountries.  

B
laeu’s atlas contains eight descriptions of O

rkney and Shetland in L
atin. Six of these texts, largely translated in the 

seventeenth century, have been identified to include m
any historical inaccuracies. C

ontrasting this the ‘N
ew

 
C

horographic D
escription of the O

rkneys’ and the ‘N
ew

 D
escription of Schetland’ are of a m

uch superior quality 
and w

ere translated by Ian C
unningham

 in 2004 to m
ark the 350th anniversary of B

laeu’s publication. 

W
hen B

laeu published his A
tlas N

ovus in 1654, he did not attribute authors or dates to his m
ap of O

rkney and 
Shetland or to the accom

panying L
atin descriptions. It w

as not until 1967 that M
oir and Skelton established that the 

m
ap w

as attributable to the fam
ous cartographer T

im
othy Pont and probably dated from

 1592. D
espite the obvious 

distortions of Pont’s m
ap, it represented a hallm

ark in local cartography. W
ith over 400 place nam

es in O
rkney and 

over 300 in Shetland, it rem
ains unequalled in this respect until the first O

rdnance Survey m
aps w

ere published 
nearly thee centuries later. 

In June 1592, as the local deputy to the ‘m
aster of visiting the m

ineralles of his hienes R
ealm

e’, Pont w
as authorised 

to ‘visit the m
ynes and M

ineralles or appearing of finding out of M
ineralles w

ithin the bounds of the C
ountries of 

O
rkney and Shetland’. H

e probably conducted his visit several m
onths later w

hen there is a presum
ption that he 

accom
panied his father, R

obert Pont, a leading reform
ation cleric w

ho w
as M

inister of St. C
uthbert’s in E

dinburgh 
from

 1574 to 1602. D
uring his visit, T

im
othy Pont, by im

plication, gathered m
aterial for his m

aps of O
rkney and 

Shetland. C
ertainly R

obert G
ordon of Straloch (1580-1661), in notes w

ritten som
e years later, ‘attributed the printed 

m
ap of the O

rkneys and Shetlands w
ithout hesitation to M

r. T
im

othie’. 

D
ue to problem

s w
ith publishers, it w

as not until 1611 or 1612 that Pont m
anaged to get the first of his 70 or m

ore 
m

aps of Scotland published, but w
ithin tw

o years both Pont and his engraver had died. D
ue to subsequent 

difficulties in obtaining m
aps of som

e of the other regions of Scotland and delays caused by w
ars and copyright 

problem
s, it w

as in 1654 that Johann B
laeu w

as at last able to publish his volum
e containing the first A

tlas of 
Scotland and containing the reference to the ‘A

ncient Fort of Sw
enbrugh’. 

H
ow

ever, 18 years earlier in 1636, H
enry H

ondius had published a m
ap of O

rkney and Shetland w
hich likew

ise 
contained cartographic reference to the ‘A

ncient Fort of Sw
enbrugh’. T

he sim
ilarities betw

een the publications of 
H

ondius and B
laeu are significant, and indeed their respective A

m
sterdam

 publishing houses w
ere rivals. T

here are 
m

any sm
all differences betw

een the m
aps although the distinctive distortions of the coastal outlines and nearly all of 

the place nam
es are close to identical. D

espite the difference in published date, it is interpreted that H
ondius 

engraved his m
ap from

 a rare earlier, unpublished copy of B
laeu’s engraving. 
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T
he ‘A

ncient Fort of Sw
enbrugh’ does not feature in the L

atin translation of the ‘N
ew

 D
escription of S

chetland’ that 
accom

panies B
laeu’s A

tlas N
ovus. T

his w
as com

piled in around 1646 by W
alter Stew

art, the C
om

m
issioner for the 

Presbytery of O
rkney and M

inister of South R
onaldsay. T

he 1750 w
ords describe the activities and character of 

Shetlanders in considerable detail, including insights into pets, dress, trades, custom
s, m

anners and health. T
he 

reader is rem
inded that ‘Scallow

aybanks’ w
as the largest settlem

ent, as opposed the L
erw

ick. T
he leading fam

ilies 
of the day are listed, as w

ell as their faiths. 

G
eorge L

ow
 – 1774 (published 1879) 

In the late eighteenth century, G
eorge L

ow
 conducted and w

rote of his ‘T
our through the Islands of O

rkney and 
Schetland’, noting the fortified headland at Sum

burgh that B
laeu had illustrated and Pont had surveyed over a 

century before. L
ow

 w
as born in 1747 in E

dzell, Forfarshire and attended M
arischal C

ollege, A
berdeen, an later the 

C
ollege of St. Salvator in St. A

ndrew
s w

here he w
as a student of philosophy and divinity. L

ike m
any clergym

en and 
tutors of his tim

e, L
ow

 had scientific interests reaching far beyond his studies of philosophy and divinity. 

It is likely that the idea of a ‘grand tour’ originated through L
ow

’s correspondence w
ith T

hom
as Pennant, the author 

of ‘A
 tour of Scotland’ in 1769. It is im

plied that there w
as a suggestion that L

ow
 should undertake a tour of the 

Shetland Islands in particular w
hich had not been visited by Pennant. Indeed, Pennant appears to have part-

sponsored L
ow

’s passage.  

L
ow

 accepted the offer and left Stom
ness on the 4th M

ay 1774. A
fter visiting m

any of the O
rkney Islands he left 

K
irkw

all and sailed for L
erw

ick, w
here he arrived on 19th June. From

 there, he com
m

enced his ‘G
rand T

our of 
Schetland’, listing day by day his passage through the islands, excluding Fair Isle due to w

eather conditions. A
fter 

tw
o and a half m

onths in Shetland, L
ow

 arrived back in O
rkney in early Septem

ber 1774. 

L
ow

 w
as interested in all aspects of daily life and reported on a w

ide variety of subjects; the health status of the 
population of various islands and villages, the professions on w

hich they m
ade their living, their clothing standards 

and their skills as craftsm
en. H

e expressed keen naturalist and geological interest, studying birds and reporting on 
bats, as w

ell as conducting m
ineralogical studies and draw

ings. A
s an antiquarian, he observed the ancient 

m
onum

ents and buildings, such as churches, of architectural m
erit.  

L
ow

’s illness in subsequent years delayed im
m

ediate publication of his tour. M
eanw

hile, his form
er sponsors quoted 

a lot of his observations w
hen publishing w

orks on the geography of the B
ritish Isles and Scotland specifically. It 

took m
ore than 100 years before L

ow
’s full account w

as finally published in 1879, entitled ‘A
 T

our through the 
Islands of O

rkney and Schetland – C
ontaining hints relative to their ancient, m

odern and natural history, collected 
in 1774’. 

D
uring L

ow
’s passage in D

unrossness, he journeyed to Sum
burgh H

ead and stated that the site had form
erly been 

fortified. ‘H
ere the neck of land is cut off by a ditch and strong w

all, w
hich m

ust in old tim
es have form

ed a 
considerable fortification. It encloses a plain and hill (the H

ead); at the entrance, still observable the foundation of a 
large house, w

hich probably served as a guardroom
, along the w

all, and at a distance, the m
arks of num

erous sm
all 

buildings, exactly like those described in U
nst’. B

y the buildings in U
nst, L

ow
 alludes to a set of oblong foundations 

on the high headland of B
lue M

ull, a site w
hich falls into the pattern of early m

onastic settlem
ents typified by sites 

such as B
irrier of W

est Sandw
ick in Y

ell and K
am

e of Isbister in N
orthm

avine. It has therefore been interpreted that 
at Sum

burgh H
ead, L

ow
 saw

 som
ething w

hich represented a prom
ontory-fort occupation.  

T
he oblong buildings are interpreted to have likely been situated on the site of the lighthouse and its associated 

buildings, although som
e defences are recorded as having survived on the approach to the headland until 1968, w

hen 
a new

 road w
as m

ade. Shortly before this, they w
ere described by the O

rdnance Survey as ‘traces of tw
o stony 

ram
parts, w

ith external ditches, on the narrow
est part of the neck’. 

Sir H
enry D

ryden (1873) 

In M
ay 1872, Sir H

enry D
ryden com

piled for publication his ‘N
otice of the B

rochs or “Pictish T
ow

ers” of M
ousa, 

C
lickem

in, &
c., in Shetland, illustrative of part of the series of Plans and Sections deposited in the L

ibrary of the 
Society’. T

he docum
ent w

as published in the A
rchaeology Scotland journal in 1873. 
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Sir H
enry D

ryden of C
anons A

shby, N
ortham

ptonshire w
as an archaeologist, antiquary and draughtsm

an. H
is 

collection, presently held in N
ortham

pton C
entral L

ibrary, includes thousands of D
ryden’s draw

ings, plans and 
notes that w

ere presented to the tow
n of N

ortham
pton after his death in 1899 by his only daughter, A

lice D
ryden. 

D
ryden’s w

ork includes studies of buildings and historic sites and m
onum

ents throughout B
ritain and E

urope, 
occasionally providing the only record of structures that have not survived. 

W
ith regard to Sum

burgh H
ead, D

ryden com
m

ents that ‘a broch stood w
here the present lighthouse is’. It is a short 

reference, set at the end of his paper in w
hich he com

m
ents that he visited, m

ade plans and view
s of a num

ber of 
brochs throughout the Shetland m

ainland and N
orth Isles. T

he greater part of the article focuses on the brochs of 
C

lickem
in (D

ryden’s spelling) and M
ousa. 

D
ryden cites no evidence for the broch he records once stood at Sum

burgh H
ead before the lighthouse w

as erected 
in 1820. N

onetheless, his observation regarding their locations w
ithin the Shetland landscape w

as accurate. H
e 

com
m

ents that ‘m
ost of them

 are w
ithin a few

 yards of the shore, often on little prom
ontories, but som

e are on little 
holm

s in the sea, or in lakes near the shore’. T
he prom

ontory-like nature of Sum
burgh H

ead certainly lends itself to 
this description of w

here brochs have elsew
here been recorded. 

It is perhaps m
ost likely, given the date of D

ryden’s account several decades after the construction of the Sum
burgh 

H
ead lighthouse, that the author w

as basing an assum
ption on local oral history and place nam

e evidence. A
s 

discussed above, the latter is certainly of significance. A
 variation of the place nam

e is recorded by the R
oyal 

C
om

m
ission on the A

ncient and H
istoric M

onum
ents of Scotland in 1946. H

ere, the oldest extant spelling is noted 
as ‘Soundburche’ and during the early tw

entieth century w
hen the C

om
m

ission w
as carrying out its survey w

ork, 
fisherm

en referred to the stretch of sea betw
een Fitful and Sum

burgh H
eads as ‘the Soond’.  

R
oyal C

om
m

ission on the A
ncient and H

istoric M
onum

ents of Scotland (1946) 

T
he R

oyal C
om

m
ission on the A

ncient and H
istoric M

onum
ents of Scotland (R

C
A

H
M

S) w
as established by R

oyal 
W

arrant in 1908 to m
ake a list or inventory of the surviving heritage from

 the earliest tim
es up to the year 1707. 

T
hey w

ere created at a tim
e w

hen there w
as w

idespread concern at the destruction of historical m
onum

ents through 
quarrying and construction. T

here w
as also a grow

ing appreciation of the need to assess surviving sites and 
structures, as the m

eans to decide w
hich should be preserved. 

R
C

A
H

M
S published its first report as an Inventory for B

erw
ickshire in 1909. T

he tw
elfth report in 1946 contained 

the Inventory of the A
ncient M

onum
ents of O

rkney and Shetland, V
olum

e I, R
eport and Introduction, V

olum
e II, 

Inventory of O
rkney, V

olum
e III, Inventory of Shetland (H

M
SO

, 1946). T
he C

om
m

issioners had largely reported 
for this report during the m

id to late 1930s although the Second W
orld W

ar delayed final publication. 

R
C

A
H

M
S records a broch at Sum

burgh H
ead w

ithin the D
unrossness chapter of V

olum
e III (M

onum
ent N

um
ber. 

1189, Page 45). T
he site had been visited on 3

rd S
eptem

ber 1930. S
ir H

enry D
ryden’s reporting of a broch site 

w
ithin his article of 1873 are noted first (see above). T

he R
C

A
H

M
S reference also goes on to include a reference 

pertaining to Sum
burgh H

ead m
ade w

ithin E
dw

ard M
ills N

elson’s 1909 publication entitled ‘T
he C

ult of the C
ircle 

B
uilders’. N

elson identifies that the stones of the fort or broch structure w
ere used to ‘m

ake the dykes around the 
lighthouse buildings, but its site is indicated by a grass m

ound, a few
 yards north-east of the lighthouse tow

er’. 

It is difficult to believe N
elson’s statem

ent regarding the dykes w
ithout reservation, for the stones of w

hich they are 
com

posed have all the appearance of having been quarried. H
ow

ever, R
C

A
H

M
S does state that betw

een 80 and 90 
yards w

ithin the gate w
hich gives access to the lighthouse grounds, there is ‘som

ething w
hich m

ight be called a 
m

ound, and on the face of this there are w
hat m

y possibly be traces of artificial construction. T
he R

C
A

H
M

S 
reference concludes by briefly noting the appearance of ‘T

he A
ncient Fort of Sw

enbrugh’ at Sum
burgh H

ead on 
B

laeu’s atlas of 1654. 

U
ndated post-Second W

orld W
ar O

rdnance Survey M
ap (c. 1950) 

A
ppendix 1 of the N

icolas G
roves R

aines A
rchitects ‘Proposals for the conservation and adaptive re-use of 

Sum
burgh H

ead lighthouse, Shetland’ (N
ovem

ber 2004 R
eport for Shetland A

m
enity T

rust) features a copy of an 
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undated post-Second W
orld W

ar O
rdnance Survey m

ap of the lighthouse environs. T
w

o horizontal, east-w
est 

dashed lines are visible either side of the ‘Z
 bends’, im

m
ediately north of the lighthouse.  

T
hese are taken to represent the truncated lines of the earthw

ork ram
parts m

entioned in the 1968 O
rdnance Survey 

reference. T
his alludes to ‘tw

o stony ram
parts are noted w

ith possible external ditches’, recorded w
here the ‘neck of 

land joining the m
ainland to Sum

burgh H
ead narrow

s to approxim
ately 50m

’. T
he ram

parts are still visible today 
although have been truncated through the hut bases for the tw

o rectangular side-by-side w
artim

e buildings, the 
foundations of w

hich rem
ain visible. 

A
 m

atter of concern w
as form

erly the proposed car park design options A
-C

 (N
G

R
 A

s Proposed D
raw

ings – 
A

ppendix 7 – N
ovem

ber 2004 R
eport) w

hich proposed terracing and groundw
orks im

m
ediately adjacent to the 

recorded position of the ram
parts. T

his w
ould have required predeterm

ination archaeological excavation and likely 
preservation by record given the im

practicalities of preservation in situ. H
ow

ever, subsequently, these car parking 
plans have been superseded w

ith the desire to extend the existing car park to the north. A
 degree of road 

realignm
ent/w

idening m
ay be required but this is not interpreted to be as archaeologically detrim

ental as the original 
proposals. 

J. Stew
art (1956) 

T
he publication entitled D

iscovery and E
xcavation in Scotland is published by the form

er C
ouncil for Scottish 

A
rchaeology – now

 A
rchaeology Scotland. It is an established journal w

hich records all archaeological fieldw
ork 

undertaken and discoveries m
ade in S

cotland during the preceding year. It is a critical resource for archaeological 
research and is unique in E

urope. In the m
id-tw

entieth century, the journal w
as published by the Scottish R

egional 
G

roup w
ithin the C

ouncil for B
ritish A

rchaeology. 

T
he 1956 publication of D

iscovery and E
xcavation – Scotland incorporated a reference from

 John Stew
art 

pertaining to the fort structures at Sum
burgh H

ead. Stew
art w

as born at B
rough in W

halsay in 1903 and spent m
ost 

of his adult life in A
berdeen w

here he w
as a teacher and deputy headm

aster at Skene Square school. A
 self-taught 

enthusiast for archaeology, he produced A
n O

utline of Shetland A
rchaeology in 1956. Stew

art excavated several 
N

eolithic sites in his native island, notably at Pettigarth’s Field in 1938 and the B
enie H

oose before the later 
fieldw

ork of C
harles C

alder in 1954-5. 

Stew
arts’s reference to the Sum

burgh H
ead structures alludes largely to G

eorge L
ow

’s 1774 ‘T
our through the

Islands of O
rkney and Schetland’, published in 1879 (see above). Stew

art therefore notes the fortified headland 
w

hich encloses a plain and hill. T
he foundations of a large house, reported by L

ow
 as probably serving as the 

guardroom
, is recorded as w

ell as the m
arks of num

erous sm
all buildings. 

O
rdnance Survey (1968) 

A
 reference to the fort at Sum

burgh H
ead is m

ade during a visit by the O
rdnance Survey on 20th M

ay 1968. T
he 

new
 O

rdnance Survey house style of that year used the now
 fam

ous O
S logo for the first tim

e. E
ach sheet had a one-

colour cover and the cover im
age m

ap w
as surrounded by a w

hite border. In 1968, O
rdnance Survey produced an 

A
5 booklet, P

lace nam
es on m

aps of Scotland and W
ales. T

he publication underw
ent several reprints, w

ith the final 
version printed in 1995. 

T
he 1968 O

rdnance Survey quotation alludes to G
rid R

eference: H
U

 4077 0803, w
here the neck of land joining the 

m
ainland to Sum

burgh H
ead narrow

s to approxim
ately 50m

. H
ere, tw

o stony ram
parts are noted w

ith possible 
external ditches. T

he ram
parts are reduced to earthw

orks 0.8m
 and 0.5m

 high respectively and the ditches to m
ere 

terraces. A
 short stretch of w

alling is recorded as visible in the inner ram
part. Significantly, no evidence w

as 
recorded of a broch on the headland. It has been interpreted that som

e of the defences originally recorded by L
ow

 
survived on the approach to the headland until 1968, w

hen a new
 road w

as m
ade. T

he im
plication is therefore that 

the buildings of antiquity, first published in the B
laeu A

tlas in 1654, w
ere situated on the site of the present 

lighthouse and its associated buildings. 
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R
. G

. L
am

b (1973) 

In 1973, R
aym

ond L
am

b, form
erly the O

rkney A
rchaeologist, published an article in Scottish A

rchaeological Forum
 

V
olum

e 5 entitled ‘C
oastal settlem

ents of the north’. W
ithin this article, he briefly alludes to the fort at Sum

burgh 
H

ead by referencing G
eorge L

ow
. D

uring his tour of 1774, L
ow

 had described a high cliff-headland at B
lue M

ull, in 
U

nst, w
ith seven oblong buildings side-to-side in a row

. L
am

b com
m

ents that if ‘w
e are to believe L

ow
’s account – 

he is a very reliable w
itness –buildings exactly like those on B

lue M
ull existed on Sum

burgh H
ead, the bold cliff-

prom
ontory w

hich form
s the southern extrem

ity of Shetland’. 

R
. G

. L
am

b (1980) 

L
am

b further referred to the fort at Sum
burgh H

ead w
ithin the B

ritish A
rchaeological R

eports (B
ritish Series) 79, 

published in 1980. A
 landm

ark w
ork, this book w

as entitled ‘Iron A
ge Prom

ontory Forts in the N
orthern Isles’. T

he 
study looked at brochs and cliff castles, Shetland blockhouses and their relations, m

ultivallate forts and the w
estern 

seaw
ays and the m

eaning of forts and brochs. 

L
am

b’s study w
as based on field surveys m

ade betw
een 1970 and 1973 for his PhD

 thesis at B
irm

ingham
 

U
niversity. H

is reference to Sum
burgh H

ead m
ay be seen in the close geographical context of m

ore detailed 
descriptions of the N

ess of B
urgi and the N

orth Fort, Scatness, both situated on the peninsula im
m

ediately to the 
w

est of Sum
burgh H

ead across W
est V

oe of Sum
burgh. T

hese tw
o sites feature w

ithin the chapter on ‘Shetland 
blockhouses and their relations’, w

hilst the annotated Sum
burgh H

ead reference com
es in the gazetteer. L

am
b 

draw
’s on G

eorge L
ow

’s observations during his 1774 tour as w
ell as the 1968 O

rdnance Survey description of 
‘traces of tw

o stony ram
parts, w

ith external ditches, on the narrow
est part of the neck’. 

E
.W

. M
acK

ie (2002) 

T
he m

ost recent reference to the features at Sum
burgh H

ead features in E
uan W

. M
acK

ie’s B
ritish A

rchaeological 
R

eports – B
ritish Series – 342, published in 2002, entitled ‘T

he R
oundhouses, B

rochs and W
heelhouses of A

tlantic 
Scotland c. 700 B

C
 – A

D
 500’. T

his volum
e addresses architecture and m

aterial culture w
ithin O

rkney and Shetland. 

D
r. E

uan M
acK

ie is an H
onorary R

esearch Fellow
 at the U

niversity of G
lasgow

 – H
unterian M

useum
 and A

rt 
G

allery. A
 form

er curator of Prehistoric A
rchaeology and A

nthropology, his research interests have focused upon 
the prehistory of northern B

ritain, specifically the stone circles and standing stones of the later N
eolithic period and 

the Iron A
ge brochs of A

tlantic Scotland. 

M
acK

ie’s ‘T
he R

oundhouses, B
rochs and W

heelhouses of A
tlantic Scotland c. 700 B

C
 – A

D
 500’ addresses a history 

of research into brochs w
ith chapters on the brochs of Shetland and O

rkney and specific essays on Jarlshof, M
ousa 

and C
lickhim

in. T
he reference to Sum

burgh H
ead is contained w

ithin the social background of the brochs of 
Shetland. M

acK
ie records ‘a possible broch in D

unrossness, on the site of the present lighthouse, claim
ed as an 

antiquity by D
ryden on unknow

n evidence, perhaps the nam
e of the headland’. T

he 1968 O
rdnance Survey 

reference to ram
parts crossing the neck of the headland is also reported. 
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Fig 5a - Section through Lighthouse, Stevenson 1819



E
R
R
O
R
:
 
i
o
e
r
r
o
r

O
F
F
E
N
D
I
N
G
 
C
O
M
M
A
N
D
:
 
i
m
a
g
e

S
T
A
C
K
:

-
m
a
r
k
-
 

-
s
a
v
e
l
e
v
e
l
-
 


